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Beatson  Glass 
one  of  the  great  protectors 


Wherever  drugs  and  medicines  are  dispensed 
Beatson  glass  containers  keep  them  safe  and  ready  to  hand. 

Beatson  Clark  have  been  making  glass 
for  two  centuries  and  today  serve  the  pharmaceutical  world 
with  most  types  of  medicinal  glass  containers. 

Ask  your  wholesaler 

^Beatson  Clark 

Beatson,  Clark  &  Co.  Ltd , 
Rotherham,  South  Yorkshire,  S60  2AA 
Telephone-  0709  79141  Telex:  54329 


Medicine: 
law  change: 
to  be  deferred 
&  analgesics 
{proposals 
reconsidered 

Don't  rush  to 
change  VAT 
leriod/NPU 
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Here's  what  we  claimed  in  March. 


Would  you  believe  by  50%? 


Fact  is,  our  Sure  sales  for  the  first  4  months 
of  1976  Were  equal  to  our  sales  for  the  first  6 
months  of  1975. 

So  with  our  new  50%  more  effective  Sure 
formula,  introduced  earlier  this  year,  we  have 
50%  more  sales.  Now,  to  keep  your  customers 
keen,  we're  running  two  special  summer 
promotions  this  month. 


Summer  Special  No.  1 
25%  extra  product  free  on  all  three  aerosol  sizes. 


Summer  Special  No.  2 
Price-marked  29p  pack  on  all  four  roll-ons. 


Keep  ordering.  Keep  stocking.  Keep 
displaying.  And  you'll  keep  selling  Sure 


Sure  won't  let  you  down. 


Femfresh 
leads 


Femfresh  has  over 
55%  of  the  market. 

And  its  share  is 
growing.  New  Primrose 
fragrance  will  boost  this 
share  even  further. 

Share  in  its  success! 

For  further  information 
contact: 

Crookes  Anestan  Limited, 
PO  Box  94 
1  Thane  Road  West, 
Nottingham  NG2  3AA 
Telephone:  0602  57431 
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Fragrance  Coating 
by  Alexander,  Avery  &  Co.  Ltd., 
London  W106RA 
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INTIMATE 
DEODORANT 
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Successfully  tested,  Primrose  is  fresh,  young  and  has  been  found 
to  be  highly  acceptable  in  consumer  tests.  Primrose  fills  a  need  among 
younger  women  who  accept  Femfresh  as  a  natural  part  of  living. 
Tiny  capsules  of  the  new  fragrance  have  been  printed  onto  the  label  in  our 
basket  of  Primroses.  Scratch  the  surface  to  release  the  fragrance. 
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Comment 


Public  relations 

Two  pharmaceutical  organisations,  the  National  Pharma- 
ceutical Union  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  have 
reacted  swiftly  in  the  field  of  public  relations  during  the 
past  week — the  NPU  to  the  announcement  that  the 
campaign  against  restrictions  on  analgesics  is  begin- 
ning to  influence  the  Minister  (p68)  and  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  both  to  that  and  to  an  incredible  piece 
of  journalism  in  The  Observer  last  Sunday  (p68), 
which  implied  widespread  fraud  by  retail  pharmacists. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  how  far  this  public  relations  on 
behalf  of  the  profession  will  influence  the  media,  but 
those  concerned  cannot  be  faulted  for  their  initiative. 
The  Society  is  reported  to  be  getting  a  response  to  the 
president's  letter  to  MPs  on  the  Medicines  Act  pro- 
posals, but  this  is  a  battle  that  must  be  fought  at  every 
level  and  it  is  likely  that  the  actions  of  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  profession — that  is,  electors — will  impress 
the  MPs  even  more. 

Staff  relations 

With  legislation  ever  erupting  from  the  Parliamentary 
processes,  the  individual  is  in  danger  of  becoming 
engulfed  in  its  tenuous  mass.  The  growth  of  consumer 
protection,  VAT,  price  codes  and  legislation  concerned 
with  staff  employment,  mean  retailers  are  probably  the 
most  "governed"  of  employers.  Add  the  special  forensic 
pharmacy  requirements  together  with  the  onerous  NHS 
contract  demands,  and  it  is  in  many  ways  amazing  that 
a  pharmaceutical  service  exists  in  this  country. 

So  far  no  reference  has  been  made  to  the  retailer's 
basic  need  to  be  competitive  and  attract  customers, 
clients  or  patients.  In  this  respect  the  latest  publication 
from  the  Distributive  Industry  Training  Board,  "Mind 
your  own  staff",  offers  many  helpful  suggestions  on  one 
of  the  most  fundamental  aspects  of  all — effective  com- 
munication between  people,  particularly  between 
employer  and  employee. 

The  booklet  details  how  good  employer-employee 
relations  can  be  forged  through  clearly  defined  employ- 
ment policies  and  practices  which  include  planned 
training.  It  offers  legal  notes  on  the  complex  legislation 
which  governs  employment  practices,  although  these 
are  intended  more  as  pointers  to  the  relevant  Acts 
rather  than  interpretation  of  the  law.  Sections  one  and 
two  deal  with  the  founding  of  the  working  relationship 
(recruitment,  induction  training,  etc),  section  three 
deals  with  the  development  and  maintenance  of  the 
relationship  (eg  the  working  environment,  communica- 
tions, consultation,  etc)  and  section  four  covers  policies 
for  use  at  the  end  of  the  relationship  (eg  dismissal). 

Many  relationships  at  work  fail  because  people  find 
themselves  in  dispute  over  who  has  responsibilities  for 
what  or  because  the  person  recruited  does  not  have 
the  necessary  skill  or  aptitude  needed  for  the  job  to  be 
done.  By  working  honestly  through  the  booklet's  "Ask 
yourself"  questions,  eg  what  actually  happens  to  new- 
comers in  the  first  10  minutes  after  joining  the  firm,  do 
I  give  orders  or  make  requests,  do  I  know  exactly  what 
standards  of  performance  are  necessary  for  each  job, 
the  employer  may  gain  a  considerable  insight  into  how 
far  he  is  fulfilling  his  part  of  the  bargain. 
"Mind  your  own  staff"  (£0.85) — information  services 
division,  DITB,  Maclaren  House,  Talbot  Road,  Stretford, 
Manchester  M32  0FP. 
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Self-service  sales  ban 
to  be  reconsidered 


Dr  David  Owen,  Minister  for  Health,  is 
asking  the  Medicines  Commission  to 
review  the  need  for  a  ban  on  self-service 
sales  of  analgesics  including  aspirin, 
aloxiprin  and  paracetamol.  Meanwhile, 
the  date  proposed  for  implementation  of 
Part  III  of  the  Medicines  Act  1968  will  be 
deferred. 

In  a  written  answer  to  Mrs  Helene 
Hayman,  Dr  Owen  said:  "In  the  light  of 
the  many  representations  I  have  received 
against  these  proposals  to  restrict  the  retail 
sale  of  analgesics ;  and  also  representa- 
tions that  the  Medicines  (Child  Safety) 
Regulations  1975,  and  the  proposed  Medi- 
cines (Child  Safety)  Regulations  1976,  will 
provide  adequate  safeguards,  by  ensuring 
that  both  children's  and  adult  dosage 
forms  of  aspirin  and  paracetamol  will 
only  be  available  in  child  resistant  con- 
tainers, I  am  asking  the  Medicines  Com- 
mission to  review  the  need  for  a  ban  on 
self-service  sales  of  analgesics.  In  the 
meantime  circulation  of  the  draft  Medi- 
cines (Sale  and  Supply)  Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Regulations  covering  the 
controversial  proposal  will  be  postponed, 
and  the  date  proposed  for  the  implemen- 
tation of  Part  III  of  the  Act  will  be 
deferred  for  a  few  months." 

Mr  Dudley  Smith  tabled  a  motion  for 
debate  on  Monday:  "To  call  attention  to 
the  proposed  restriction  on  the  sale  of 
analgesic  medicines ;  and  to  move,  that 
this  House  is  seriously  concerned  that 
proposals  likely  to  be  implemented  by 
the  Department  of  Health  and  Social 
Security  would  virtually  ban  the  sale  of 
simple  analgesic  medicines  in  supermarkets 
and  self-service  outlets,  thus  hampering 
consumer  choice  and  convenience  to  a 
marked  degree  and  placing  extra  strain 
on  NHS  facilities;  and  also  regrets  the 
suggested  limitation  of  the  pack  size  of 
such  analgesics  to  25  which  would  increase 
costs  to  the  consumer  and  fail  to  achieve 
any  socially  desirable  objective."  There 
was  no  time  for  the  debate. 

Meeting  with  Minister 

Dr  David  Owen  has  agreed  to  see  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
after  the  Medicines  Commission  has 
reported  a  second  time  on  the  need  for  a 
ban  on  self-service  sales  of  analgesics  con- 
taining aspirin,  aloxiprin  and  paracetamol. 

On  Monday  evening,  representatives  of 
the  Society  saw  Mr  Patrick  Jenkin,  Oppo- 
sition spokesman  on  Health,  Dr  Gerard 
Vaughan  and  other  Conservative  health 
group  MPs,  who  were  "very  receptive"  to 
the  Society's  views,  according  to  a 
spokesman.  Tire  Society  was  hoping  to 
meet  members  of  the  Labour  backbench 
committee  on  health  next  week. 

At  the  time  C&D  went  to  press,  at 
least  50  MPs  had  shown  interest  in  the 
letter  sent  by  Mr  J.  P.  Bannerman,  presi- 


dent, asking  them  to  support  proposals  to 
restrict  analgesic  sales  (C&D,  July  3,  p4). 
Further  letters  are  now  being  sent  to  them 
in  reply.  On  Friday,  the  Society  was  to 
hold  a  conference  for  the  national  Press 
and  representatives  of  a  dozen  consumer 
organisations. 

NPU  replies  to  'hysteria' 

The  National  Pharmaceutical  Union  has 
published  a  pamphlet,  "Home  medicines 
— an  answer  to  hysteria",  claiming  that 
the  Government  has  been  influenced  by 
recent  "wild  and  extravagant  propaganda" 
on  analgesics  sales. 

The  NPU  denies  that  pharmacists  would 
benefit  significantly  from  the  proposals  to 
ban  self-service  sales  of  aspirin  and  para- 
cetamol and  reassures  the  public  that  the 
proposed  legislation  would  not  stop  them 
being  able  to  buy  home  remedies  from  as 
wide  a  variety  of  shops  as  they  do  now. 
Explaining  the  facts  in  question  and 
answer  form,  the  pamphlet  recommends 
buying  aspirins  from  grocers,  supermarkets 
etc  if  there  is  no  chemist  nearby  and  says 
that  the  only  vested  interest  pharmacists 
have  in  the  matter  is  that  they  want 
medicines  treated  with  more  respect. 

Society  complains  about 
'pharmacist  deceit'  claim 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  complaining 
to  The  Observer  for  publishing  an  article 
claiming  it  was  common  practice  for 
pharmacists  to  dispense  less  than  the 
amount  shown  on  prescriptions. 

The  author,  Pam  Parker,  advised 
patients  to  count  their  pills  to  protect 
themselves  from  such  pharmacists.  She 
claims  she  was  given  only  three  yards  of 
"a  special  type  of  fishnet  bandage"  when 
the  prescription  stated  three  boxes.  "My 
doctor  was  very  annoyed  that  I  had  been 
so  deceived,  particularly  as  he  had  made 
a  point  of  being  over-generous.  But  he 
wasn't  surprised :  apparently  it  is  common 
practice.  When  I  tackled  my  chemist,  he 
just  shuffled  his  feet,  and  said  I  must  have 
been  mistaken,"  she  writes. 

"But  since  then  I've  made  darned  sure 
to  check  beforehand  how  many  millilitres 
of  liquid,  how  many  tablets,  or  how  many 
tubes  at  so  many  milligrams,  I  should  be 
receiving.  I  see  that  the  amount  is  clearly 
indicated  before  I  leave  the  surgery,  and 
if  not,  ask  for  it  to  be  amended.  I  know 
my  doctor  is  a  very  busy  man,  but  it 
only  means  more  work  for  him  in  the  long 
run  if  he  has  to  write  yet  another  pre- 
scription to  cover  the  pharmacist's  deceit. 

"If  you  find  your  local  pharmacist  has 
under-supplied  you,  then  do  what  one 
patient  did  recently.  He  quickly  counted 
his  pills  outside  the  chemist,  and  then 
burst  back  into  the  crowded  little  shop, 


announcing  at  the  top  of  his  voice :  '  'Ere, 
my  doctor  said  60  pills,  you've  only  given 
me  30.'  There  were  profuse  apologies.  Red 
faces.  And  everyone  else  studied  their 
prescriptions  closely  before  handing  them 
in.  If  you  aren't  that  bold,  then  change 
your  chemist." 

The  Society,  which  has  received  over 
100  complaints  about  the  article,  is  send- 
ing one  letter  to  The  Observer  for 
publication  and  a  confidential  letter  to  the 
editor  asking  for  an  explanation. 

Mr  J.  P.  Bannerman,  president,  in  his 
letter  for  publication,  writes: 

"The  article  was  at  best  an  example  of 
poor  journalism  and  at  worst  a  serious 
slight  on  the  whole  profession.  The  journal- 
ist   responsible    based    her  emotionally 
charged  article  on  one  particular  incident 
in  which  she  claimed  she  was  dispensed 
a  smaller  quantity  of  bandages  than  pre- 
scribed. From  this  she  proceeded  quite  un- 1 
justifiably  to  draw  a  general  case  and  made 
the   highly   damaging   allegation    that  a 
doctor  told  her  that  it  was  'common  prac-  It 
tice'  for  pharmacists  to  dispense  less  than  I 
the  amount  prescribed. 

"Of  course,  errors  do  occur  in  a  situa-  H 
tion  where  millions  of  prescriptions  are  I 
dispensed     annually.     Official     statistics  I 
prove,  however,  they  are  extremely  rare.  H 
What  has  not  been  stated,  and  what  the  II 
journalist  concerned  either  ignored  or  did  I 
not  know,  was  the  fact  that  the  Depart- 1 
ment  of  Health  and  Social  Security  keeps  U 
the  dispensing  of  prescriptions  under  the  I 
close  supervision  of  the  National  Health  I 
Service  Drug  Testing  Scheme.  We  are  by  ■ 
no  means  complacent,  but  this  Govern- 1 
ment  monitor  proves  beyond  question  an  ■ 
impressively     high     level     of     accurate  I 
dispensing." 

Mr  Bannerman  quotes  the  Parliamentary  I 
Under-secretary  of  State,  Department  of  I 
Health,  as  saying  in  the  House  of  Com-  I 
mons  that  he  was  satisfied  that  pharma- 
cists as  a  whole  worked  "with  the  most 
scrupulous   care   in   the   service   of  the 
patient,  and  the  long-standing  public  con- 
fidence   in    chemists,    large    and  small, 
metropolitan    and    high    street,    is  well 
founded." 

□  The  writer  of  the  "week  in  the  surgery" 
column  in  last  week's  General  Practitioner 
reports  how  he  hung  up  on  a  pharmacist 
who  telephoned  asking  him  to  prescribe 
Seconal  sodium  capsules  lOOmg  and  not 
H-  grains.  "I  told  him  in  no  uncertain 
terms  that  as  far  as  I  was  concerned  there 
was  no  law  of  the  country  which  barred 
me  from  prescribing  in  grains  and  I 
intended  to  carry  on  doing  so." 

Boots  branch  in  Reading 
goes  'professional' 

A  Reading  branch  of  Boots  the  Chemists 
Ltd  is  preparing  to  go  "pharmacy-only" 
as  a  result  of  a  health  centre  opening. 

The  Whitley  Street  pharmacy  is  just 
over  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Milman 
Road  health  centre  which  opened  last 
month  and  will  accommodate  about  seven 
doctors  eventually.  The  dispensary  has 
been  enlarged  to  about  twice  the  size,  to 
allow  for  the  expected  increase  in  dispens- 
ing, and  the  front  shop  correspondingly 
reduced.  The  pharmacy  will  no  longer  sell 
cosmetics  and  toiletries  but  will  still  stock 
sanpro  and  babycare  items,  mainly  foods. 
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rhink  before 
changing  VAT 
jeriod-NPU 

Think  carefully"  before  changing  to  a 
iree-monthly  VAT  tax  period,  the 
Jational  Pharmaceutical  Union  is  advis- 
lg  its  members.  The  advice  follows 
pproaches  to  repayment  traders — who 
lclude  many  chemists — by  the  VAT 
sntral  unit  at  Southend-on-Sea,  seeking 
3  persuade  them  to  change. 

The  NPU  points  out  that  an  average 
lember  may  be  claiming  back  £100  each 
lonth.  "On  a  three-monthly  period  he 
■ould  be  claiming  back  £300  every  three 
lonths  and  would  have  to  wait  corres- 
ondingly  longer  for  the  use  of  his  money  ; 

he  runs  an  overdraft  he  would  have 
aid  unnecessary  interest  on  it. 

"The  decision  depends  largely  on  how 
pharmacist  keeps  his  accounts.  The 
dvantage  of  the  three-monthly  period — 
j  it  exists — lies  in  the  fact  that  VAT  form 
30  has  to  be  completed  once  a  quarter 
istead  of  three  times.  This,  in  most  cases, 
lvolves  slightly  less  accounting  work  but 
ot  much!  Members  must  balance  the 
ivantages  of  cash  in  hand,  less  bank 
iterest  payable — against  the  saving  of  a 
:w  minutes  with  a  calculator." 

description  endorsement 

he  Department  of  Health  reported  on 
/ednesday  that  the  Prescription  Pricing 
authority  has  found  that  in  many  cases 
icomplete  prescriptions  dispensed  in  June 
ave  not  been  endorsed  as  indicated  in 
PN  114.  This,  they  say,  may  be  because 
>me  pharmacists  did  not  receive  their 
Dpy  of  the  FPN  before  June.  From  July 
nwards,  however,  the  endorsements 
lould  be  fully  observed  and  when  this  is 
ot  done  the  prescription  will  be  returned 
)  pharmacists  for  completion  in  accord- 
rice  with  the  arrangements  agreed  by  the 
>epartment  with  the  professions. 

fleeting  on  Code  changes 

he  Retail  Consortium  put  forward  two 
lajor  points  on  the  Price  Code  to  Mrs 
hirley  Williams,  Minister  for  Prices  and 
onsumer  Protection,  on  Tuesday.  Firstly, 
ithough  reluctantly  accepting  continuing 
ross  margin  control,  the  Minister  should 
ot  believe  that  normal  profitability  and 
ish  flow  could  be  achieved  from  any 
ross  margin  less  than  110  per  cent  of 
sference  level  when  it  is  obtainable.  The 
npact  of  an  80  per  cent,  85  per  cent  or 
/en  90  per  cent  safety  net  would  rave  a 
:verely  depressing  effect  on  retailers' 
rofits.  Mrs  Williams  was  also  asked  to 
^consider  the  "inadequate"  proposed 
icrease  in  the  category  III  threshold  from 
'.50,000  annual  turnover  to  £375,000 
mual  turnover,  so  that  smaller  retailers 
mid  be  freed  from  the  10  per  cent  cut  in 


Mr  Arthur  Marrow, 
MPS,  Wellington, 
Somerset  (centre), 
won  every  prize  in 
a  £500  memory 
game  organised  by 
Pharmaton.  Also 
surrounded  by  his 
"haul"  of  Swiss 
goods  are  his  wife 
Elsie  and  Mr  Bob 
Crocker,  manager 
ot  Vestric's 
Paignton  branch 


gross  margins.  She  was  told  that  discus- 
sions on  arrangements  after  July  1977 
should  take  place  in  the  context  of  a  wage 
policy  which  was  effective  in  controlling 
retail  wage  costs. 

Toiletries  'buoyant' 
in  chemists 

Consumer  spending  on  cosmetics  and 
toiletries  was  most  buoyant  in  the  "chem- 
ists and  photographic  dealers"  category  of 
retail  outlets  last  year.  According  to  a 
report  published  by  Communications  & 
Marketing  Partnership  Ltd,  the  least  buoy- 
ant was  "food  stores",  marginally  inferior 
to  department  stores,  although  there  was 
a  switch  to  the  Woolworth's  type  of  shop. 

The  cosmetic  and  toiletries  market 
reached  £340m  at  msp.  The  increase  for 
the  year  on  1974  was  22  per  cent  but 
with  the  wholesale  price  index  for  these 
products  up  by  20  per  .cent,  real  term 
growth  was  only  marginal  at  2  per  cent. 
There  was  a  sharp  downturn  in  shipments 
in  the  final  quarter  of  the  year,  with  prob- 
ably a  real  term  decline  in  demand  of 
about  4  per  cent.  The  report  suggests  the 
reason  could  be  a  result  of  consumers 
switching  to  the  less  expensive  type  of 
product  and  retail  outlets  noted  for  lower 
priced  merchandise. 

Price  and  quality  attitudes 

Women  are  less  likely  to  equate  high  price 
with  high  quality  than  might  be  expected, 
according  to  findings  of  Mintel,  the  market 
intelligence  organisation.  Controversial 
aspects  of  packaging,  price  and  attitudes 
to  using  make-up  were  established  by 
interviewing  1,084  women,  and  results, 
Mintel  anticipate,  will  influence  the 
policies  of  some  major  cosmetic  houses. 

Almost  static  consumer  expenditure  and 
lack  of  growth  in  real  terms  are  reported, 
though  around  £40m  of  cosmetics  are  said 
to  be  "applied  to  female  faces"  in  the  UK, 
annually. 

Two  of  the  biggest  selling  brands  in 
1975  were  in  the  low  unit  price  category, 
implying  the  attraction  of  saving  on  "what 
might  well  be  regarded  as  a  luxury  type 
of  product",  in  times  of  economic 
hardship. 

Only  38  per  cent  of  women  interviewed 
agreed  that  "cheaper  brands  of  make-up 
are  more  likely  to  harm  your  skin  than 
the  more  expensive  brands",  and  in  the 
South  this  attitude  was  adopted  by  only 
32  per  cent.  Older  women  seemed  to  be 
more  doubtful  about  cheaper  brands  than 


their  younger  counterparts  and  14  per 
cent  of  all  women  offered  no  opinion. 

The  statement  "The  only  thing  that 
makes  expensive  brands  of  make-up  so 
costly  is  the  fact  that  they  are  in  expen- 
sive containers"  was  supported  by  67  per 
cent  of  all  women,  with  22  per  cent  in 
positive  disagreement. 

Among  younger  women  at  least,  the  use 
of  make-up  was  thought  less  necessary 
than  10  or  20  years  ago,  with  only  34  per 
cent  of  women  claiming  never  to  leave  the 
house  without  make-up  and  64  per  cent 
refuting  the  suggestion. 

Tranquilliser  infringement 

Harris  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  St  Paul's 
Church  Yard,  London,  who  are  not  licen- 
sees of  F.  Hoffmann-La  Roche  &  Co,  AG, 
were  on  Tuesday  ordered  in  the  High 
Court  not  to  infringe  patents  for  Valium 
and  Librium  by  importing  and  selling  the 
drugs. 

Mr  Justice  Whitford  said  that  possessing 
the  drugs  for  the  purposes  of  trade  was 
sufficient  to  amount  to  an  infringement  of 
the  patents. 

IPU  welcomes  report  on 
dispensing  in  GIVIS 

The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Union  has  wel- 
comed suggestions  in  a  report  published 
last  week  that  doctors  and  pharmacists 
should  meet  regularly  to  discuss  mutual 
problems  in  prescribing  and  dispensing. 

The  "Report  of  the  working  party  on 
prescribing  and  dispensing  in  the  General 
Medical  Service"  (Dublin  Stationery  Office, 
£0  35)  also  recommends  that  local  dis- 
cussion groups  involving  pharmacists, 
doctors,  parents  and  teachers  should  be 
held  on  problems  arising  from  unnecessary 
consumption  of  medicines. 

The  working  party  urges  doctors  to  set 
out  the  required  strength  and  quantity  for 
each  prescription,  giving  clear  instructions 
on  the  manner  and  frequency  of  consump- 
tion. Health  boards  should  examine  the 
stock  order  sector  of  the  pharmaceutical 
services  to  control  costs  and  eliminate 
wastage.  The  report  draws  attention  to 
doctor  dispensing  costs  which  had 
increased  by  80  per  cent  over  the  1973 
costs  with  a  rise  of  only  16  5  per  cent  in 
the  number  of  patients  catered  for  in  this 
way.  Record  keeping  by  dispensing  doc- 
tors is  recommended.  The  IPU  is  to  carry 
out  further  study  of  the  use  of  the  various 
categories  of  drugs  analysed  in  the  report 
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Patents  Act: 
call  to  repeal 
Section  41 

A  working  party  set  up  to  examine  the 
pharmaceutical  industry's  strategy  has 
recommended  that  section  41  of  the 
Patents  Act  under  which  a  patentee's  com- 
petitors can  obtain  compulsory  licences 
to  work  the  patent  should  be  repealed. 

If  it  were  to  be  retained,  the  working 
party  believes  the  Government  should 
introduce  a  safeguard  into  patent  legis- 
lation that  would  ensure  that  compulsory 
licences  could  only  be  granted  where 
there  was  demonstrated  abuse  of  a 
monopoly  position.  The  recommendations 
were  put  before  the  National  Economic 
Development  Council  last  week  in  the 
reports  of  the  work  done  so  far  by  the 
sector  working  parties  (SWPs)  investigat- 
ing some  30  areas  of  manufacturing 
industry.  Commenting  on  the  "action  in 
hand"  regarding  patents,  the  SWP  states 
that  the  Government's  policy  was  to  retain 
section  41  but  the  rest  of  the  recommen- 
dation was  under  discussion  between  the 
Department  of  Health  and  the  Association 
for  the  British  Pharmaceutical  industry. 

Twenty-year  protection 

Other  recommendations  are  that: 

□  The  Government  should  make  sure 
that  EEC  patent  conventions,  coming  into 
operation  later  this  decade,  apply  to  Italy. 

□  UK  patent  coverage  should  be  exten- 
ded to  20  years  in  line  with  EEC 
competitors,  although  the  trade  unions 
reserved  their  position  on  this  and  the 
repeal  of  section  41.  The  European  Patent 
Convention,  awaiting  ratification  by  the 
UK  and  other  signatories,  will  provide  20 
years'  coverage. 

□  The  DHSS  should  encourage  companies 
to  focus  attention  on  import  substitution 
investment,  so  as  to  enable  the  UK  indus- 
try to  be  comparable  with  its  major  com- 
petitors— particularly  Germany  and  France 
— in  terms  of  the  domestic  market. 

□  Decisions  on  applications  for  product 
licences  should  normally  be  given  by  the 
DHSS  within  four  months.  It  would  be 
desirable  for  decision  on  clinical  trials  to 
be  given  within  two  months  to  minimise 
disruption  of  research  programmes.  Clear- 
ance of  clinical  trials  might  be  on  the 
basis  of  progressive  submission  of  experi- 
mental data.  Discussing  the  "action  in 
hand"  on  these  recommendations  the 
SWP  says  that  the  four  months  time 
limit  recommended  for  product  licences  is 
an  EEC  requirement  which  the  DHSS  hope 
to  achieve  and  further  staff  are  being 
recruited.  The  Committee  on  the  Safety 
of  Medicines  is  examining  its  procedures 
on  clinical  trials  to  seen  how  they  can  be 
expedited. 

Arrangements  are  being  made,  under 
the  aegis  of  the  industrial  strategy  staff 


group — on  which  the  Government,  the 
CBI,  the  TUC,  nationalised  industries  and 
NEDO  are  all  represented — to  monitor 
follow-up  action  and  report  to  NEDC 
at  suitable  intervals.  The  SWPs  will  be 
asked  to  consider  how  recommendations 
can  best  be  translated  into  action  at 
company  or  plant  level. 

Arden  get  undertakings  on 
Blue  Grass  infringement 

On  July  1,  undertakings  were  given  in  the 
High  Court,  Chancery  Division,  in  an 
action  brought  by  Elizabeth  Arden  Ltd 
and  its  parent  company  Eli  Lilly  &  Co  to 
protect  their  Blue  Grass  trade  marks, 
after  a  product  labelled  "Blue  Grass  Spray 
Perfume"  appeared  on  the  market.  The 
undertakings  were  given  by  counsel  on 
behalf  of  Barry  Marcus  Shepherd  trading 
in  the  Birmingham  area  as  Quaint 
Cosmetics,  Grove  Avenue  Cosmetics  and 
Fifth  Avenue  Cosmetics,  and  on  behalf  of 
Georgie  Girl  Cosmetics  Ltd  who  under- 
took inter  alia  not  to  advertise,  or  deal 
with  perfumes  or  toilet  preparations  bear- 
ing any  mark  including  the  words  "Blue 
Grass"  or  any  similar  words.  An  under- 
taking was  also  given  to  the  names  and 
addresses  of  all  persons  and  companies 
to  whom  the  offending  perfumes  and  toilet 
preparations  had  been  supplied,  and  to 
obliterate  all  marks  including  the  words 
"Blue  Grass'  from  goods  in  their  posses- 
sion. Barry  Marcus  Shepherd  and  Georgie 
Girl  Cosmetics  Ltd  were  ordered  to  pay 
the  costs  of  the  action. 

The  owners  of  a  retail  shop,  David 
James  of  Sutton  Coldfield,  which  has 
stocked  "Blue  Grass  Spray  Perfume"  have 
given  an  undertaking  to  Elizabeth  Arden 
and  Eli  Lilly  that  no  goods  which  infringe 
their  trade  marks  by  including  the  words 
"Blue  Grass"  will  be  stocked  in  the  future. 

I  CI  receives  100  claims 
from  patients  on  Eraldin 

Imperial  Chemical  Industries  Ltd  have 
received  100  claims  from  patients  suffer- 
ing from  the  adverse  effects  of  Eraldin. 
Sixty  have  been  settled  at  individual 
amounts  of  up  to  £10,000. 

Reports  of  18  deaths  following  a  course 
of  the  drug  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Safety  of  Medicines.  A 
spokesman  for  the  company  said  four 
died  of  heart  failure,  four  from  unrelated 
effects  and  the  remainder  died  during 
operations  for  sclerosing  peritonitis,  a 
side  effect  reported  in  some  patients.  He 
said  the  company  had  done  everything 
possible  to  keep  doctors  informed  about 
the  drug's  side  effects  since  July  1974, 
when  warnings  were  issued  about  reports 
of  skin  irritations,  until  last  year  when 
Eraldin  was  withdrawn  from  general  pre- 
scription. There  were  no  plans  to  with- 
draw the  drug  from  short-term  hospital 
use.  MPs  are  seeking  an  inquiry  into  the 
number  of  deaths  caused  by  the  drug. 

Bankruptcies  in  1975 

During  1975,  6,698  receiving  orders  and 
administration  orders  in  bankruptcy  were 
made  in  England  and  Wales,  an  increase  of 
1,490  compared  with  1974.  Of  the  4,677 
trading  failures  1,065  were  retailers. 
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Minister  asked  to  conside 
'pseudo-competition' 

Mr  Laurie  Pavitt  has  submitted  to  th 
Secretary  for  Social  Services  evidence  on 
"pseudo-competition"  between  drug  com 
panies  with  a  mutual  marketing  arrange 
ment  (C&D,  July  3,  p31).  He  asked  the 
Secretary  if,  in  his  present  negotiations 
with  the  drug  industry,  he  would  consider 
the  evidence   that  five   major  suppliers 
"tacitly  compete  against  themselves  and 
incur  unnecessary  promotional  costs",  and 
if  he  would  disallow  such  costs  under  the 
Voluntary  Price  Regulation  Scheme. 

Dr  David  Owen,  Minister  for  Health 
replied  in  a  Commons  written  answer,  that 
in  his  negotiations  with  the  Association  of 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Industry  he 
was  seeking  a  substantial  reduction  in  the 
cost  and  an  improvement  in  the  quality 
of  advertising  in  order  to  make  infor 
mation  to  doctors  more  accurate  and 
objective. 

Mr  Pavitt  also  asked  the  Secretary  for 
Social  Services  if  he  would  examine  the 
procedures  under  which  chlorhexidine  gel 
.was  licensed  for  the  treatment  of  gingi- 
vitis ;  whether  the  procedures  would 
enable  other  products  with  "doubtful 
health  and  safety  values"  to  receive 
licences ;  and  what  further  action  he  pro- 
posed to  take  to  safeguard  dental  and 
periodontal  patients.  Dr  Owen  replied 
that  he  was  satisfied  that  the  procedures 
followed  before  a  product  licence  was 
granted  for  Corsodyl  as  an  adjuct  in  the 
treatment  of  gingivitis,  were  effective. 

Dispensing  in  Leek 

Mr  David  Knox,  MP,  asked  the  Secretary 
for  Social  Services  the  value  of  drugs 
dispensed  under  the  NHS  by  chemists  in 
the  Leek  constituency  in  each  of  the  past 
five  years.  Dr  David  Owen  replied  that 
the  costs  were  1971  £208,802,  1972 
£231,545,  1973  £264,820,  1974  £307,762, 
1975  £480,604. 

NHS  drug  sales  figures 

Mr  David  Ennals,  Secretary  for  Social 
Services,  is  considering  the  feasibility  of 
producing  an  "economically-priced  publi- 
cation containing  sales  figures  cuiled  from 
the  statistical  sampling  of  dispensed  pre- 
scriptions" that  could  be  obtained  from 
HM  Stationery  Office.  He  was  replying  to 
a  question  on  drug  costs  on  Wednesday. 

NHS  administration  costs 

Total  expenditure  on  NHS  administration, 
including  professional  and  technical  ad- 
ministration, in  1974-75  was  £24-49m  for 
regional  health  authorities  and  £48 -07m 
for  area  health  authorities,  Dr  Owen  stated 
in  a  Commons  written  answer  last  week. 

Progress  of  Bills 

The  Restrictive  Trade  Practices  Bill,  (a 
Bill  consolidating  enactments  relating  to 
restrictive  trade  practices),  the  Weights  and 
Measures  etc  (No  2)  Bill,  and  the  NHS 
(Vocational  Training)  Bill  were  all  read 
a  third  time  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
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STV  voting  details  to  be 
released  by  Council 


The  stages  in  vote-counting  in  the  recent 
Pharmaceutical  Society  Council  election, 
as  reported  by  the  Electoral  Reform 
Society,  should  be  published,  the  Council 
decided  at  its  meeting  last  week. 

The  secretary  and  registrar,  Mr  D.  F. 
Lewis,  had  reported  on  suggestions  that 
the  votes  might  be  recounted  on  the  tra- 
ditional 1-7  "X"  system  to  see  what 
difference,  if  any,  there  would  be  in  the 
result.  However,  such  information  would 
be  valueless  because  the  single  transfer- 
able vote  system  depended  on  a  vote  for 
one  person  who,  above  all  others,  a  mem- 
ber wanted  to  serve  on  Council.  There 
was  nothing  complicated  about  the  system 
except  the  counting  of  votes — the  pro- 
cedure was  devised  in  such  a  way  as  to  be 
easily  understood  by  even  an  illiterate 
electorate.  But  Mr  D.  N.  Sharpe  moved 
that  the  result  should  be  published  in  a 
form  agreed  by  the  office,  the  Editor  of 
the  Society's  journal  and  the  Electoral 
Reform  Society.  Mr  J.  E.  Balmford 
seconded,  saying  that  it  would  give 
encouragement  to  intending  candidates  and 
enable  unsuccessful  candidates  to  see  how 
they  stood.  Mr  A.  Howells  wished  to  see 
first,  second,  third  and  following  prefer- 
ences listed,  but  Dr  D.  H.  Maddock  said 
that  the  new  system  could  not  be  com- 
pared with  the  old.  Just  because  a  few 
people  wanted  to  make  political  capital 
for  their  organisations,  it  was  nonsense  to 
provide  all  the  suggested  data. 

Mr  J.  P.  Kerr  argued  that  it  was  wrong 
to  try  to  get  the  best  of  both  worlds.  It 
had  been  agreed  that  the  system  would  be 
tried  for  three  years  before  making  an 
assessment.  The  proposal  to  publish  was 
nevertheless  carried. 

Canvassing  policy  confirmed 

Council  decided  to  adhere  to  its  present 
policy  on  election  canvassing.  Mr  Lewis 
drew  attention  to  a  June  meeting  minute 
which  had  asked  him  to  bring  forward 
instances  of  canvassing  that  had  occurred 
in  the  recent  election.  It  had  been  resolved 
that,  to  avoid  acrimony  in  debate,  only 
the  principle  of  canvassing  should  be 
discussed.  The  Council  could  decide  (1) 
to  adhere  to  present  policy,  (2)  to  remove 
all  restraint  on  canvassing,  or  (3)  to  have 
limited  restraint. 

Mr  C.  C.  Stevens  said  that  he  did  not 
like  canvassing,  but,  in  view  of  modern 
developments,  Council  had  to  be  realistic. 
Candidates  should  not  have  to  suffer  in 
silence  for  weeks  before  an  election  when 
matters  of  importance  were  under  con- 
sideration, but  on  the  other  hand  he  did 
not  want  members  to  be  deluged  with 
canvassing  material.  Rather  than  removing 
the  gag  altogether,  there  could  be  a  ban 
on  the  issue  of  leaflets  and  use  of  adver- 


tising, but  freedom  to  write  letters  to  the 
Society's  journal  and  statements  of  policy. 

Mr  Howells  referred  to  the  gentlemen's 
agreement  which  had  been  observed  in 
the  past  and  suggested  that  it  might  be 
enforced  by  requiring  a  signed  undertaking 
by  candidates  on  nomination.  If  then  the 
agreement  was  broken,  the  candidate 
could  be  disqualified. 

Mr  Walker  did  not  see  how  compliance 
could  be  enforced  without  a  Byelaw,  and 
such  a  Byelaw  might  be  repugnant  to  the 
Privy  Council.  Compulsory  restraint  was 
unacceptable,  but  the  Council  should  try 
to  prevent  the  financial  resources  of  a 
candidate  from  having  a  significant  effect 
in  determining  the  result. 

Gentlemen's  agreement 

Mr  Gordon  emphasised  that  the  gentle- 
men's agreement  had  held  for  many  years. 
He  said  that  it  had  been  broken  last  year 
for  the  first  time.  If  it  was  agreed  to  relax 
restrictions,  he  feared  that  there  would  be 
nothing  to  stop  the  flood  gates  being 
opened.  It  was  not  possible  to  inquire 
into  the  finances  of  every  candidate,  every 
sponsor  and  every  detractor.  Either  they 
should  keep  to  the  gentlemen's  agreement 
or  have  a  free  for  all — the  position  many 
years  ago — he  would  hate  to  see  again. 

Dr  Maddock  pointed  out  that  there 
could  be  no  control  over  groups  of  sup- 
porters of  a  candidate.  It  was  unrealistic 
to  try  to  maintain  the  gentlemen's  agree- 
ment. The  Council  should  allow  some 
elements  of  canvassing  and  letters  to  the 
Society's  journal. 

Mr  Balmford  believed  all  were  agreed 
that  paid-for  advertising  could  not  be 
allowed,  but  he  thought  there  could  be 
relaxation  over  the  rule  about  letters  to 
the  journal.  That  would  put  non-members 
of  Council  on  a  par  with  those  who  were 
already  members  in  discussing  questions 
of  topical  interest.  While  continuing  with 
the  agreement,  relaxed  with  letters  to  the 
journal,  they  should  not  frown  too  much 
on  organisations  which  encouraged  support 
from  their  own  membership. 

Mr  Myers  was  of  the  opinion  that  any 
member  breaking  the  agreement  should 
be  barred  from  election.  He  was  surprised 
that  they  were  so  short  of  gentlemen  that 
they  could  not  have  a  gentlemen's 
agreement. 

Mr  Steinman  recalled  the  free-for-all 
days  and  urged  the  Council  to  think  very 
carefully  before  considering  relaxation 
which  could  lead  to  a  return  to  them. 
Once  they  started  relaxing  they  would  be 
on  a  slippery  slope.  He  thought  it  wrong 
for  organisations  to  sponsor  candidates. 
The  National  Pharmaceutical  Union  had 
never  interfered  with  a  Council  election, 
but  in  the  light  of  developments  it  might 


quite  correctly  do  so.  Then  there  would 
be  a  poor  chance  for  others,  The  present 
practice  should  be  retained.  Mrs  Leigh 
was  in  agreement  with  Mr  Steinman. 

At  the  branch  representative's  meeting, 
in  May,  a  motion  had  been  carried  urging 
the  Council  to  take  action  to  ensure  that 
elections  were  conducted  with  fairness  and 
dignity.  It  also  had  been  asked  that  the 
Society's  journal  should  be  the  only 
vehicle  for  correspondence  connected  with 
an  election,  that  such  correspondence 
should  be  permitted  up  to  the  time  of  the 
election,  and  that  no  candidate  should  be 
afforded  facilities  by  any  organisation. 

Mr  Sharpe  disagreed  with  the  suggestion 
that  elections  had  been  conducted  without 
dignity  and  fairness.  He  had  seen  nothing 
distasteful  last  year  unless  it  was  that  the 
gentlemen's  agreement  had  been  broken 
when  two  or  three  members  had  written  to 
Retail  Chemist  and  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
He  felt  confident  that  the  provision  that 
the  Society's  journal  would  not  accept 
letters  in  the  period  between  nominations 
and  the  election  should  be  relaxed. 

Mr  Bloomfield  found  it  distasteful  that 
some  members  accepted  Council  policy  at 
the  time  of  nomination  but  discounted  it 
afterwards.  That  was  most  regrettable.  He 
did  not  subscribe  to  the  view  that  letters 
on  all  sorts  of  subjects  which  had  been 
matters  of  debate  in  Council  should  be 
accepted  at  the  time  of  the  election.  There 
was  ample  opportunity  for  such  corres- 
pondence in  the  rest  of  the  year. 

Mr  W.  H.  Howarth  thought  no  one 
should  be  able  to  "buy"  his  way  on  to 
Council.  There  could  be  some  relaxation  in 
the  period  leading  up  to  an  election  but 
nothing  could  be  done  about  outside 
organisations  helping  candidates. 

On  the  invitation  of  the  president,  Mr 
R.  Blyth  stated  his  views  as  Editor  of  the 
Society's  journal.  Relaxation  of  the  rule 
concerning  letters  was  not  so  simple  as 
might  appear — frequently  they  were  un- 
suitable for  publication,  but  in  the 
emotional  situation  of  an  election  period 
it  was  difficult  to  refuse  them. 

Candidates'  worth  revealed 

Mr  Gordon  moved  that  the  Council 
adhere  to  the  statement  of  policy,  and  that 
was  seconded.  Mr  Sharpe  moved  an 
amendment,  that  the  ban  on  letters 
between  the  issue  of  nomination  papers 
and  the  end  of  polling  should  be  removed. 
Dr  Maddock  seconded  the  amendment, 
expressing  the  hope  that  bodly  written, 
ungrammatical  letters  should  not  be  edited 
so  that  the  true  worth  or  otherwise  of  the 
candidates  could  be  appreciated. 

Mr  Walker  reminded  Council  of  a 
paragraph  in  the  Merrison  report  which 
stated  that  electors  were  more  sophisti- 
cated than  they  were  given  credit  for — 
they  saw  through  the  tricks  of  the 
canvassing  "trade".  A  candidate  who  was 
not  already  a  member  of  Council  might 
be  opposed  to  its  policy.  Was  the  state- 
ment of  policy  on  elections  then  binding 
on  him?  He  had  made  a  count  of  names 
of  candidates  appearing  in  the  Society's 
journal.  In  the  six  weeks  before  the 
closing  date  for  nominations,  they 
appeared  i8  times,  and  in  the  six  weeks 
after,  36  times.  In  spite  of  the  gentlemen's 
agreement  there  seemed  to  be  ways  of 
getting  one's  name  published.  The  present 
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position  militated  against  sitting  members. 
Mr  Gordon  commented  that  that  survey 
had  been  made  during  the  time  when  the 
agreement  had  been  broken. 

Mr  Bloomfield  suggested  that  candidates 
should  be  asked  to  support  the  policy,  not 
merely  given  the  document  without  an 
opportunity  of  saying  whether  they  agreed. 

Professor  Turner  contended  that  if  a 
sufficient  number  of  the  electorate  decided 
to  overturn  the  decision  of  Council,  they 
had  a  democratic  right  to  do  so.  That  was 
unlikely,  but  the  matter  should  not  be 
pushed  too  far. 

Mr  Lewis  said  it  was  assumed  that  the 
person  accepting  nomination  would  accept 
the  policy.  If  he  did  not  agree,  the 
Council  reserved  its  position. 

Mr  Kerr,  urging  Council  to  heed  the 
warning  given  by  Mr  Blyth,  pointed  out 
that  members  had  nine  or  ten  months  of 
the  year  in  which  to  write  promoting  their 
ideas.  In  the  month  before  an  election, 
such  correspondence  could  become  discus- 
sion not  of  ideas  but  of  personalities.  The 
position  was  different  in  a  Parliamentary 
election.  There  the  unsuccessful  candi- 
date was  left  behind  when  the  successful 
one  went  to  Westminster.  In  the  Society's 
case,  the  person  a  candidate  had  been 
derogating  might  come  into  the  Council 
chamber  with  him. 

The  amendment  concerning  the  banning 
of  letters  to  the  Society's  journal  during 
the  campaign  was  lost,  eight  voting  for 
and  10  against.  The  original  motion, 
adhering  to  the  policy  statement,  was 
carried,  1 1  voting  for  and  five  against. 

No  more  consultation 

Council  considered  the  question  of  the 
co-option  of  two  general  practice  em- 
ployee members  to  the  general  practice 
subcommittee.  The  Organisation  Com- 
mittee had  suggested  that,  because  of  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  organisations 
representing  employee  pharmacists  in 
general  practice  and  the  lack  of  knowledge 
about  their  membership  numbers  and 
viability,  Council  should  reconsider  its 
policy  of  consulting  such  organisations 
before  making  the  appointments.  It  was 
agreed  that  co-optation  should  be  on  the 
basis  of  individual  merit  and  that  the 
names  of  pharmacists  with  a  suitable  back- 
ground should  be  forwarded  to  the  officers 
by  members  of  Council  for  consideration. 

The  chairman  of  the  Industrial  Pharma- 
cists Group  and  the  Agricultural  and 
Veterinary  Pharmacy  Group,  respectively, 
are  to  be  ex  officio  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil's Practice  Committee,  as  already  is  the 
chairman  of  the  Hospital  Pharmacists 
Group.  That  was  recommended  by  the 
Organisation  Committee  after  a  discussion 
on  the  structure  of  the  practice  sub- 
committees and  the  membership  groups. 

The  Department  of  Health  is  to  be 


requested  to  write  to  all  regional  pharma- 
ceutical officers,  informing  them  that  the 
sizes  of  health  centre  dispensaries  set  out 
in  the  schedule  of  accommodation  were 
merely  guidelines  and  were  flexible. 

The  Society  approves  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Services  Negotiating  Committees' 
intention  to  ask  the  Department  of  Health 
to  produce  and  circulate  to  general  prac- 
tice pharmacies  a  notice  advising  the 
public  how  to  dispose  of  unwanted  medi- 
cines. The  PSNC  had  proposed  the 
following  wording:  "Think — old  medicines 
can  be  harmful.  Return  unwanted  medi- 
cines to  your  chemist  for  destruction." 
The  Society  suggests  that  the  word 
"pharmacist"  should  be  used  instead  of 
"chemist". 

It  was  reported  to  the  Practice  Com- 
mittee that  the  Society  has  written  to 
Cumbria  area  health  authority  expressing 
concern  at  its  decision  not  to  replace  the 
area  pharmaceutical  officer  when  he  retires 
in  September  this  year.  In  addition,  the 
Society  is  to  write  to  the  area  administra- 
tor, expressing  the  Council's  strong  dis- 
approval of  the  proposed  action,  and  a 
copy  of  that  letter  is  to  be  sent  to  the 
chief  pharmacist  at  the  Department. 

It  was  reported  to  the  Practice  Commit- 
tee that  local  general  practice  pharmacists 
in  Tredegar,  Gwent,  the  local  pharma- 
ceutical committee,  and  the  pharmacists 
at  present  employed  by  the  area  health 
authority  in  existing  health  centres  in 
Tredegar  were  not  in  favour  of  the  service 
in  the  proposed  new  health  centre  being 
provided  by  a  consortium  of  local 
pharmacists. 

FP10  evidence  sought 

The  Practice  Committee  has  been  asked 
to  submit  to  the  Society  photocopies  of 
any  prescriptions  on  which  the  quantities 
of  items  ordered  were  such  that  the  treat- 
ment periods  of  the  different  items  were 
not  the  same.  It  was  stated  that  it  would 
be  preferable  to  have  evidence  where  the 
box  on  the  newly  designed  form  FP10 
had  been  ignored  but  that  it  would  also  be 
of  value  to  have  evidence  where  an  old 
prescription  form  was  still  being  used. 
Such  information  would  be  of  value  to  the 
Society  in  pressing  for  a  box  to  be  used 
and  for  the  repeat  prescription  scheme  to 
be  initiated. 

A  Scottish  pharmacist  is  to  be  told  that 
the  Council  considers  unethical  his  practice 
of  collecting  prescription  from  unregistered 
premises  (a  drug  store)  which  he  owns, 
for  dispensing  at  his  pharmacy,  and 
subsequently  delivering  the  dispensed 
medicines  to  patients,  until  the  scheme 
has  been  approved  by  the  local  area 
pharmaceutical  committee.  The  Ethics 
Committee  was  reminded  that  under  Sec- 
tion 1  of  the  Pharmacy  and  Medicines 
Act  1941,  it  had  not  been  lawful  for  pre- 
scriptions to  be  collected  and  dispensed 
medicines  to  be  distributed  from  a  "B" 
shop  but  that,  as  yet,  there  was  no  such 
prohibition  under  the  Medicines  Act  1968. 
The  Council  has  already  written  to  the 
Department  of  Health  asking  that  regu- 
lations be  made  under  Section  53(4)  of 
the  Medicines  Act  1968  provisions  to  pro- 
hibit the  collection  of  prescriptions  and 
distribution  of  dispensed  medicines  from 
general  sale  list  shops  (other  than  registered 
pharmacies),  exception  being  made  for 
approved  schemes. 
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A  pharmacist  who  wishes  to  advertise  a 
range  of  non-allergic  cosmetics  in  the 
Journal  of  the  Allergic  Society,  indicating 
the  range  of  products  available  from  his 
pharmacy,  is  to  be  told  that  no  restricted 
titles  should  be  used  in  the  advertisements. 

The  Manpower  Committee  was  informed 
that  882  graduates  in  pharmacy  had  beeri 
registered  for  the  first  time  in  1975,  ar 
increase  of  116  over  the  previous  year,  and 
that  the  average  yield  of  registrations 
from  the  first  year  college  entries  foui 
years  previously  remained  in  the  region 
of  80  per  cent.  If  that  yield  remained  con- 
stant the  number  of  new  registrations 
would  rise  to  1,017  in  1978  but  should 
level  off  in  1979.  The  committee  noted  thali 
the  total  first-year  entry  to  schools  of 
pharmacy  in  Great  Britain  in  1975  had 
been  the  same  as  that  in  1974,  and  thalf 
that  was  the  first  time  since  1966  thali 
there  had  been  no  increase  in  numbers  of 
first  year  pharmacy  students.  As  always, 
the  number  of  pharmacists  who  would,  on 
registration,  practice  outside  Britain  was 
unknown. 

Over-recruitment  into  pharmacy? 

Unease  was  expressed  at  a  continuing 
annual  recruitment  of  even  1,000  newly 
registered  pharmacists  which,  taken  with 
the  decline  in  number  of  pharmacies, 
would  be  likely  to  result  in  future  un- 
employment or  seriously  depressed  remun- 
eration. It  was  said  that  while  reports  of 
unemployment  would  have  the  immediate 
effect  of  reducing  intakes  to  schools  of 
pharmacy,  any  reduction  in  first-year1! 
student  numbers  would  not  be  evident  in 
new  registrations  for  at  least  four  years 
(five  in  Scotland).  By  that  time  there 
would  be  serious  hardship  which  might 
well  bear  most  heavily  on  those  seeking! 
part-time  employment,  in  particular  on 
married  women. 

Because  of  the  imminent  move  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  headquarters  to 
Lambeth,  the  dinner  held  by  the  Council 
of  the  Society  on  July  6  was  the  last  to 
be  held  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square.  Guests 
included  Sir  John  Richardson,  president 
of  the  General  Medical  Council,  who 
received  his  certificate  of  honorary  fellow- 
ship of  the  Society,  gold  medallists  and  /or 
past  presidents  of  the  Society,  and  Judge. 
Dewar  who  had  had  a  long  association 
with  no  17.  Sir  Harry  Jephcott  and  Sir 
Hugh  Linstead  each  replied  to  the  toast  of 
"The  guests",  which  had  been  proposed 
by  the  president,  Mr  J.  P.  Bannerman. 

Sir  Hugh,  claiming  to  have  had  the 
longest  and  closest  association  with  no  17 
of  anyone  present,  expressed  regret,  yet 
enthusiasm,  that  the  Society  was  leaving. 
"We  shape  our  buildings,  but  afterwards 
our  buildings  shape  us".  It  was  through 
its  buildings  and  its  history  that  a  pro- 
fession guarded  and  nourished  its  morale 
— decisions  were  influenced  by  atmosphere 
and  one  could  not  take  mean  decisions  in 
historic  surroundings.  The  "ghosts"  in  no 
17  would  go  with  them  to  Lambeth. 

□  The  removal  date  of  the  Society  to  the 
new  headquarters  at  Lambeth  is  to  be 
deferred  from  August  21  to  September  5 
or  6. 

□  Mr  J.  C.  Bloomfield  is  to  serve  on  the 
Bath  and  West  of  England  regional  com- 
mittee for  the  coming  year  as  no  elected 
Council  member  currently  resides  within 
the  region. 
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Professor  Arnold  Beckett,  Chelsea  College, 
University  of  London,  received  an  honor- 
ary degree  of  Doctor  of  Science  at 
Herriott-Watt  University  on  June  6. 
Mr  C.  A.  Johnson,  FPS,  formerly  scien- 
tific director  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
Commission  has,  upon  the  retirement  of 
Mr  G.  R.  Kitteringham,  FPS,  been  appoin- 
ted secretary  and  scientific  director  to  the 
Commission. 

In  Yardley  of  London's  salesman  of  the 
year  competition  Mr  Ian  Jones  (West 
Midlands)  took  first  prize,  Mr  Harry 
Davies  (West  London)  second,  and  Mr 
John  Cowling  (Cornwall  and  North 
Devon)  third. 

Mr  Glanvill  Benn,  life  president  of  Benn 
Brothers,  publishers  of  C&D,  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Periodical  Pub- 
lishers' Association.  His  election  followed 
the  day  after  he  became  Upper  Warden 
of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Stationers 
and  Newspaper  Makers.  In  June  Mr 
Glanvill  Benn  was  re-elected  treasurer  of 
the  Commonwealth  Press  Union. 

Deaths 

Glennie:  On  June  27,  Mr  Ernest  R. 
Glennie,  MPS,  Helensburgh,  Dunbarton- 
shire, Mr  Glennie  qualified  in  1943. 
Paterson:  On  June  28,  Mr  William 
Paterson,  MPS  Douglas,  Lanark,  Mr 
Paterson  qualified  in  1920. 


News  in  brief 

□  Chemists  and  appliance  suppliers  in 
Northern  Ireland  dispensed  999,872  pre- 
scriptions in  April  (626,006  forms)  at  a 
gross  cost  of  £l-63m.  The  gross  cost  per 
prescription  was  £1-63. 

□  Mecillinam,  a  new  antibiotic  related  to 
the  penicillins,  is  a  promising  addition  to 
the  agents  available  for  treating  typhoid, 
according  to  a  trial  reported  in  a  recent 
British  Medical  Journal.  The  drug  was 
provided  by  Leo  Laboratories  Ltd. 

□  CURB — the  Campaign  on  the  Use  and 
Restriction  of  Barbiturates — is  extending 
its  publicity  to  patients  this  autumn. 
Although  details  have  not  yet  been 
finalised,  it  is  expected  that  the  campaign 
will  involve  the  Health  Education  Coun- 
cil and  will  try  to  persuade  the  public  not 
to  ask  for  barbiturates. 

□  The  UK  Chemical  Industry  Statistics 
Handbook  1976  is  available  from  Chemical 
Industries  Association  Ltd,  Alembic  House, 
93  Albert  Embankment,  London  SE1  7TU 
(price  £10-25,  including  postage).  It  is  the 
eighth  edition.  The  format  has  been  main- 
tained and,  brought  up  to  date,  and 
simplified  where  appropriate. 

□  A  new  medical  radioisotope,  iodine 
123,  was  demonstrated  at  the  Hospital 
Equipment  and  Health  Services  Exhibition 
in  Birmingham  recently.  Developed  at 
the  UK  Atomic  Energy  Authority  Labora- 
tory, Harwell,  the  isotope  provides  a 
diagnosis  of  similar  quality  to  other  iso- 
topes but  in  lower  doses  so  may  be  of 
particular  advantage  in  children. 


Topical  reflections 


BY  XRAYSER 


Transport 


I  read  with  interest,  if  not  with  full  agreement,  the  feature  entitled  "The 
government's  road  policy,  chemists,  and  the  industry"  (p53).  Since  it 
emanates  from  the  British  Road  Federation,  one  might  not  be  wrong  in 
supposing  that  periodicals  concerned  with  fields  of  activity  other  than 
pharmacy  also  face  "damaging  repercussions",  as  Mr  Andrew  Warren  points 
out  in  your  columns.  I  have  read  so  many  of  the  arguments  which  beset  us 
on  this  subject  that  I  am  unable  to  make  a  reliable  assessment  of  the 
material  provided.  But  one  would  hardly  expect  my  views  to  be  taken 
seriously,  for  pharmaceutical  deliveries  were  made  by  horse  in  my  early 
days,  and  the  horse  knew  me  just  as  I  knew  the  horse. 

I  am,  therefore,  unable  either  to  accept  or  refute  the  statement  that 
"objective  studies  have  always  shown  that  for  years  even  the  heaviest  of 
lorries  have  met  their  full  track  costs",  for  only  a  week  or  two  ago  another 
objective  study  asserted  that  the  heavy  lorries  met  only  55  per  cent  of  the 
cost.  Your  contributor  refers  to  extra  tax  on  heavier  lorries  to  meet 
"environmental  cost",  an  item  he  refers  to  as  a  vague,  inflationary  expense. 
Again,  one  can  only  adduce  one's  own  experience. 

I  live  in  what  was  a  quiet,  residential  backwater  just  off  a  main  road.  A 
year  or  two  ago,  traffic  lights  were  installed  at  a  junction  about  300  yards 
along  the  main  road.  It  took  the  heavy  vehicles  only  about  a  month  to 
discover  that  time  and  distance — about  100  yards — could  be  saved  by  using 
the  quiet  road  and  avoiding  the  traffic  lights.  The  occupiers  of  the  houses 
have  now  installed  double-glazing  as  a  vague  and  inflationary  result. 

I  recently  travelled  by  rail — I  often  do —  and  was  impressed  by  the  passage 
through  the  station  of  a  train  consisting  of  22  large  tanks  of  cement.  The 
thought  struck  me  that  that  must  mean  22  fewer  heavy  vehicles  on  the 
roads,  but  I  have  not  the  expert  and  detached  knowledge  of  a  regional 
secretary  of  the  British  Road  Federation. 

Decline 

In  the  report,  "Local  shops;  problems  and  prospects",  published  by  the  Unit 
for  Retail  Planning  Information  Ltd,  what  is  stigmatised  as  "the  traditional 
corner  chemist",  is  put  forward  as  an  example  of  a  small  shop  vulnerable  to 
decline.  The  report  lists  some  of  the  problems,  such  as  the  changing  pattern 
of  shopping,  redevelopment,  increased  overheads  and  unwillingness  to  use 
small  shops.  (That  might  have  been  put  differently  by  referring  to  public 
willingness  to  use  big  shops,  though  the  end  result  is  the  same.)  The  report 
goes  on  to  speak  of  the  corner  chemist  who  retains  his  essential 
pharmaceutical  role  without  adding  the  bric-a-brac  of  stationery  and  cards. 

"The  shop  will  tend  to  have  an  old-fashioned  appearance  and  be  owned 
by  an  elderly  couple  who  continue  to  use  independent  wholesale  deliveries 
instead  of  linking  up  with  a  cash-and-carry  depot  or  voluntary  group." 
Except  that  I  am  not,  and  have  never  been,  an  elderly  couple,  I  have  little 
difficulty  in  recognising  myself.  In  some  respects,  even  the  relatively  young 
owner,  more  profit-motivated,  may  find  himself  in  similar  circumstances  if 
he  indulges  in  dispensing,  for  it  is  unlikely  that  the  cash-and-carry  will  be  in 
a  position  to  meet  all  his  requirements  in  the  dispensing  department. 

He  will,  in  consequence,  continue  to  use  independent  wholesale  deliveries 
from  firms  who  have  supplied  his  needs  over  the  years,  and  whose  absence 
would  have  resulted  in  complete  breakdown  of  the  National  Health  Service. 
In  the  extracts  you  have  published  from  the  report  there  is  little  new.  It 
seems  the  choice  is  limited,  for  the  report  refers  to  the  traditional  small 
business  and  the  new  potential  innovator.  I  have  not  quite  decided  which  is 
my  niche,  though  I  fancy  most  people  would  feel  that  any  potential  I  may 
have  had  at  one  time  has  vanished  with  the  rose. 
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New  products 
and  packs 


OTC  medicinals 

Vykmin  E  capsules 

Scott  &  Bowne  are  launching  Vykmin  E, 
following  successful  test  marketing.  All 
the  vitamins  and  minerals  in  the  Vykmin 
capsule  are  present  in  Vykmin  E  but  the 
vitamin  A  and  D  levels  have  been  re- 
duced while  the  vitamin  E  content  has 
been  boosted  to  lOOmg  per  capsule  (30, 
£1-18).  There  will  be  an  introductory  sell- 
in  trade  bonus  of  24  for  22  and  all  parcels 
will  include  a  counter  merchandiser  (Scott 
&  Bowne  Ltd,  50  Upper  Brook  Street, 
London  W1Y  2AE). 

Hosiery 

Sock  alternative 

Scholl  are  introducing  one-size  slip-on 
"socklets",  in  two-way  stretch  nylon 
Elastane,  exclusively  to  pharmacies. 
Hosettes  (£0-30)  cover  toes  and  the  lower 
foot,  and  may  be  worn  as  an  alternative 
to  conventional  hosiery.  Display  outers 
containing  a  dozen  pairs  are  available 
(Scholl  (UK)  Ltd,  182  St  John  Street, 
London  EC1P  1DH). 

Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

French  decanters  of  bubble  bath 

Andre"  Philippe  Ltd  are  launching  French 
decanters  (180cc,  £0  55)  for  their  Cologne 
and  six  colours  of  bubble  bath.  The  floral 
patterned  bottles  will  be  produced  from 
August,  and  packed  in  outers  of  12  (Andre 
Philippe  Ltd,  71  Gowan  Avenue,  Fulham, 
London  SW6  6RJ). 

Smitty  did  it 

Coty  say  they  are  introducing  Smitty 
fragrance  for  young,  modern,  demanding 
girls  with  outrageous  ideas.  Currently 
being  advertised  on  television  in  the  Mid- 
lands test  area,  Smitty  will  be  nationally 
available  from  the  end  of  August.  "Smitty 
did  it" — all  the  exciting  things  you  wanted 
to  do — is  the  promotion  message.  Citrus 
top  notes  are  highlighted  by  tangerine,  in 
the  range  of  Cologne  concentrate  (59cc, 
£2-15;  118cc,  £3.25),  Cologne  concentrate 
spray  (14cc,  £1.25;  53cc,  £2-25)  and  talc 
(lOOg.  £0-80).  White  boxes  lettered  in 
black  hold  chunky  L-shaped  bottles,  with 
red  spots  denoting  fragrance  and  blue 
spots  Smitty  talc  packs  (Coty  Ltd,  Great 
West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex). 


Presentation  box  of  soaps 

The  heart-shaped  tea  rose  and  glycerine 
soaps  from  Crabtree  &  Evelyn,  will  be 
available  to  stockists  in  a  special  gift 
presentation  box  (£3-95)  from  mid  August. 
Four  of  the  soaps  in  the  pack  are  boxed 
individually  and  the  fifth  soap  is  in  the 
centre  showing  the  heart  design — see 
picture  above  (Crabtree  &  Evelyn,  34 
Savile  Row,  London  Wl). 

Eye  shadows  with  lanolin 

Germaine  Monteil  are  introducing  two  new 
items  for  October.  The  eye  color  com- 
pact (about  £3-45)  contains  nine  eye 
shadow  powders  with  lanolin  and  proteins 
— opal  blue,  pepper  brown,  chartreuse, 
forest  green,  deep  violet,  storm  blue,  smoke 
grey,  china  blue  and  ivory.  A  new  shade, 
rose  orient,  is  to  be  added  to  the  super- 
royal  lipstick  range  (Germaine  Monteil 
(UK)  Ltd,  33  Old  Bond  Street,  London). 

Sundries 

Hairbrushes  with  display  stand 

Four  styles  are  available  in  the  Laurel- 
wood  range  of  hairbrushes — radial  (£1  -65), 
semi  radial,  styling  and  professional 
(£1-55).  A  counter  display  stand  holds  18 
hairbrushes  individually  packed  in  green 
and  white  boxes  with  clear  acetate  fronts 
(Jackel  &  Co  Ltd,  Kitty  Brewster  Estate, 
Blyth,  Northumberland). 

Prescription  Specialities 

GENTICIN  INTRATHECAL 

Manufacturer  Nicholas  Laboratories  Ltd, 
225  Bath  Road,  Slough  SL1  4AU 
Description  Each  1ml  contains  gentamicin 
sulphate  equivalent  to  lmg  gentamicin 
base  (1,000  units)  and  sodium  chloride 
8  •  5mg  to  render  the  solution  isotonic 
Indications  Bacterial  meningitis  and  ven- 
triculitis 

Dosage  Adults — lmg  gentamicin  base 
intrathecally  or  inlraventricularly  daily 
plus  2.4mg/kg/day  intramuscularly  in 
three  equally  divided  doses  at  eight 
hourly  intervals.  Children  up  to  12  years 
— supportive  intramuscular  dose  is  6mg/kg 
in  24  hours  in  three  equally  divided  doses. 


Infants  up  to  two  weeks — 3mg/kg  twelve 
hourly  im  supportive.  Intraventricular/ 
intrathecal  dose  may  be  increased  to  ob- 
tain adequate  CSF  levels.  Treatment 
should  continue  until  CSF  bacteriologically 
clear 

Precautions  Where  renal  function  im- 
paired, frequency  of  dosage  by  sytemic 
route  should  be  reduced  to  avoid  serum 
levels  over  10y(g  per  ml.  Vestibular 
mechanism  may  be  affected  when  these 
levels  exceeded,  usually  reversible  if  dose 
adjusted  in  time.  Should  not  be  mixed 
with  any  other  antibiotic  prior  to  ad- 
ministration 

Storage  Shelf  life  four  years.  Refrigeration 
not  required 

Pack  2ml  ampoule  (5,  £4-03y  trade) 
Supply  restrictions  PI,  TSA 
Issued  July  1975 


on  TV 
next  week 


Ln — London;  M — Midlands;  Lc — Lancashire; 
Y — Yorkshire;  Sc — Scotland,  WW — Wales  and 
West;  So — South;  NE — North-east;  A — Anglla; 
U — Ulster;  We — Westward;  B — Border; 
G — Grampian;  E — Elreann;  CI — Channel  Island. 

Anadin:  All  except  E 

Aquafresh:  So 

Cream  Silk:  All  areas 

Crest:  All  except  So,  G,  E 

Denim:  All  areas 

Elastoplast:  All  areas 

Euthymol  original:  Ln,  So 

Fresh  &  Dry:  All  except  E 

Gumption  liquid:  Ln,  So,  A 

In  Step:  Ln 

J-cloths;  Ln,  So,  A 

Lemon  Delph:  Ln,  M,  So,  A 

Lentheric  Tweed:  All  except  E 

Lucozade:  All  except  E,  CI 

Macleans:  All  except  E,  CI 

Mum:  All  except  E 

PLJ:  All  except  U 

Radox:  All  except  U,  E 

Ribena:  All  except  U 

Scholl  footsprays:  All  except  Lc,  Y,  U,  E 

Super  Poly-grip:  Ln,  M,  Sc,  So,  A,  G. 

Sure:  All  areas 

Tegrin  herbal:  All  except  L,  E 

Wizard  range:  M,  Sc 
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No  plaster 
sells  half  as  much 

as  Elastoplast 

trademark 


HHHHMRBBfl 


Two-thirds  of  all  the  plasters  you  sell  are  Elastoplast  .  Airstrip  and 
Fabric  are  first  brandleader  and  second  brandleader,with  more  than 
double  the  sales  of  their  nearest  competitors  in  chemists'  shops. 

The  Elastoplast  TV  campaign  running  now  is  the  biggest  that  any 
first  aid  dressing  ever  had,  so  even  more  «|        *         -  * 
of  your  customers  will  be  wearing  even  JllXcLSlOjtjlciS  1 
more  of  them.  first  and  second  in  first  aid. 


Smith  &  Nephew  Limited.  Tel:  Wei  wyn  Garden  City  25151.  ;g) 


^Source:  Independent  Chemist  Trade  Retail  Audit. 


If  KOTEX  BREVIA 

pant-liners 

will  mean  so  much 

to4million 
women,  think 

how  much  they  11 
mean  to  you 
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Kotex  Brevia.  4  million  women  need  them  now. 

Kotex  Breviais  unique.  A  slim,  oval,  press-on  pant-liner 
specially  designed  to  cope  with  vaginal  discharge -a  normal 
female  problem. 

Kotex  Brevia.  Backed  by  a  massive  advertising  and 
promotional  campaign. 

*  £300>000  advertising  in  women's  magazines  from  July. 

*  1  Yi  million  free  samples  -I-  over  2  million  5p  and  7p 
coupons  will  be  distributed  July/ August. 

Kotex  Brevia.The  small  pant-liner  with  the  big 
profit  potential. 

NowT's  your  chance  to  open  up  a  whole  new  feminine 
protection  sector  with  this  unique  product. 

Position  Kotex  Brevia  next  to  tampons  on  the  shelf 
to  maximise  its  potential. 

Stock  up  now  -  and  make  the  most  of  this  exciting  new 
profit  area. 


Kotex  Brevia. 
It's  what  women  have  needed  for  years. 

*Regd.  trademarks  Kimberly-Clark  Corp.  Made  in  Holland  for  Kimberly-Clark  ®  Limited. 
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He  can  spot  a  chink  in  your  security  at  ten  paces. 
That's  his  business. 

He's  trained  to  see  the  sort  of  loopholes  that 
make  you  a  prey  for  the  break-in  specialists. 

He  has  behind  him  the  accumulated 
knowledge  of  Europe's  largest  total  security  service. 

There's  no  business  too  small  or  too  large  to 
interest  him.  He's  one  of  a  team  of  Group  4 


I  would  like  your  advice  on  the  security  of  my  business. 
Name  .  Address- 

CD2 


consultants  that  offer  advice  free. 

If  you  need  magnetic  contacts,  wire  systems 
for  windows  and  doors,  microwave,  ultra  sonic 
detectors,  or  any  other  of  the  security  systems 
available  he'll  know. 

Call  him  in  and  protect  your  profits.  You'll 
also  make  insurance  companies  regard  you  more 
kindly  and  sleep  more  soundly. 

Europe's  largest  total  security  service. 


.  Member  of  Securitas  International  Member  of  BSIA 


GROUP  4  TOTAL  SECURITY,  7  CARLOS  PLACE,  LONDON  W.l.  TELEPHONE:  01-629  8765  OR  YOUR  LOCAL  OFFICE  THROUGH  YELLOW  PAGES 
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Restrictions  on  chloramphenicol 

Following  the  decision  to  limit  the  use  of 
chloramphenicol  veterinary  preparations 
to  situations  where  clinical  laboratory 
assessments  indicate  no  other  safer  anti- 
biotic would  be  effective,  the  Veterinary 
Products  Committee  has  revoked  the  Parke 
Davis  licences  for  Chloromycetin  tincture 
10  per  cent  aerosol  veterinary  prepara- 
tions. The  company  has  discontinued  list- 
ing such  preparations.  The  Committee 
considered  that  chloramphenicol  could  not 
be  regarded  as  a  uniquely  specific  treat- 
ment for  foot  rot  in  sheep  as  other  equally 
effective  treatments  were  available. 

The  limitation  on  the  veterinary  use  of 
chloramphenicol  arises  from  the  joint  anti- 
microbial subcommittee's  finding  that 
there  was  an  excessive  use  of  chloram- 
phenicol in  veterinary  practice,  and  they 
recommended  to  the  Veterinary  Products 
Committee  that  chloramphenicol  use 
should  be  restricted. 

Gluten-free  products  available 

Verkade  gluten-free  biscuits  (200g,  £0  99), 
distributed  by  G.F.  Supplies,  197  Wood- 
cock Hill,  Kenton,  Middlesex,  are  now 
recommended  by  the  Advisory  Committee 
on  Borderline  Substances  to  be  regarded 
as  drugs  for  "gluten  sensitive  enteropathies 
including  steatorrhoea  due  to  gluten  sen- 
sitivity, coeliac  disease  and  dermatitis 
herpetiformis".  The  biscuits  contain  pro- 
tein 3g,  vegetable  fat  15g  and  carbohydrate 
75g.  G.F.  Supplies  also  distribute  the 
gluten-free  Reisal  Swiss  biscuits,  pastas, 
rice  gaieties  and  rice  wafers  and  Juvel 
Swedish  bread  mix/SR  flour. 

Endoxana  injection  reformulated 

Endoxana  vials  for  injection  have  been 
reformulated  by  WB  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
PO  box  23,  Bracknell,  Berks,  to  contain 
a  7  per  cent  increase  of  cyclophosphamide 
to  comply  with  the  amendment  to  the  BP 
1973  specification  for  cyclophosphamide 
injection.  The  vials  now  contain  cyclo- 
phosphamide 107mg,  214mg,  535mg  and 
l,069mg  (equivalent  to  lOOmg,  200mg, 
500mg  and  l,000mg  anhydrous  cyclophos- 
phamide respectively). 

Clairvan  injection  and  oral  solution 

Sinclair  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Borough 
Road,  Godalming,  Surrey  GU7  1QY,  have 
taken  over  the  marketing  of  Vandid  injec- 
tion and  oral  solution  from  Riker  Labora- 
tories. The  name  has  been  changed  to 
Clairvan  (injection  6  x  2ml,  £294  trade; 
oral  solution  5ml,  £1-65). 

Vanquin  tablets  temporary  coating 

Due  to  temporary  difficulties  in  obtaining 
certain  raw  materials  used  in  film-coated 
Vanquin  tablets,  Parke-Davis,  Usk  Road, 
Pontypool,  Gwent  NP4  8YH,  are,  for  a 
short  period  changing  to  a  sugar-coated 
tablet.  Apart  from  the  shape  there  is  no 


A  new  pharmacy-only  counter  unit  from 
Sterling  Health  Products,  Surbiton,  Surrey 
KT6  4PH,  features  a  selection  of  their 
range  suitable  for  the  holiday  traveller 
and  is  designed  in  the  form  of  an  open 
suitcase  displaying  the  products 

change  in  the  sugar-coated  tablets,  as  the 
colour,  quantity  of  viprynium  embonate, 
therapeutic  action  and  price  are  unaltered. 
Stocks  of  the  sugar-coated  tablet  will  be 
used  to  fill  orders  until  further  supplies  of 
the  film-coated  preparation  can  be  manu- 
factured. 

The  company  say  that  to  meet  recent 
heavy  demand  for  Ponstan  capsules,  it 
has  been  necessary  to  import  empty  cap- 
sules from  affiliates  overseas.  Finished 
product  utilising  these  capsules  is  now 
being  dispatched  to  customers  and 
although  the  contents  are  identical  with 
the  UK  product,  a  number  of  capsules  are 
not  overprinted  "Parke-Davis"  and  there 
may  be  some  slight  colour  variations. 

Additional  insulin  strength 

Insulin  Leo  neutral  and  Insulin  Leo  retard 
are  now  available  in  80iu  per  ml  strengths 
(10ml,  £218  and  £247  trade  respectively) 
from  Nordisk  Insulin  Ltd,  17  Halking- 
croft,  Langley,  Berks  SL3  7BB. 

Diodoquin  withdrawal 

Searle  Laboratories,  division  of  G.  D. 
Searle  &  Co  Ltd,  PO  box  53,  Lane  End 
Road,  High  Wycombe,  Bucks,  are  to 
withdraw  Diodoquin  from  the  UK  and 
Eire  markets  from  August  1. 

Alder  Hey  book  of  children's  doses 

The  second  edition  of  the  "Alder  Hey 
book  of  children's  doses"  has  been  pub- 
lished. It  has  been  extensively  revised  and 
now  contains  nearly  150  of  the  drugs  most 
commonly  used  in  paediatrics.  Most  of  the 
doses  are  expressed  as  a  total  daily  dose 
per  kilogram  body  weight,  so  only  three 
age  groups  are  included — a  neonatal  dose, 
a  weight  related  dose  for  children  aged 
between  one  month  and  twelve  years,  and 
an  adult  dose.  A  wider  range  of  drugs 
used  in  leukaemia  has  been  included 
together  with  a  surface  area  nomogram 
and  an  age-mean  weight  for  age-dose  per- 
centages table.  Copies  are  available  (£0-30 
including  postage  and  packing;  10  or 
more,  £0-25)  from  Mr  S.  C.  Anderson, 
principal  pharmacist,  Alder  Hey  Children's 
Hospital,  Eaton  Road,  Liverpool  LI 2  2AP. 

Klorane  marketing  change 

Following  an  agreement  with  Concept 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  from  July  12  Moln- 
lycke  Ltd,  Harpenden,  are  marketing 
Klorane  shampoos  lOOcc  throughout  the 
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UK.  Concept  continue  to  market  the 
200cc  treatment  shampoo,  the  200cc  colour 
reviver  shampoos  and  the  200g  instant 
preparation.  Concept  have  also  started  to 
market,  initially  in  the  London  area,  three 
toothbrushes  under  the  Elgydium  mark, 
hard  (£095),  soft  (£095)  and  junior 
(£0  75),  together  with  a  toothpaste  (£0  75). 

Optrex  swimming  trophy 

BBC  cameras  will  be  covering  the  Optrex/ 
ASA  national  swimming  championship  at 
Crystal  Palace,  August  25-28,  the  first 
major  competition  following  the  Montreal 
Olympics.  Under  a  new  three  year 
sponsorship  contract  Optrex  Ltd,  Wads- 
worth  Road,  Perivale,  Middlesex,  will  be 
awarding  their  trophy  to  the  best  team 
performance,  and  believe  "extra  spice" 
will  be  added  to  the  event  by  the  appear- 
ance of  the  British  Olympic  team. 

Valderma  teenage  promotions 

Colour  advertisements  for  Valderma  cream 
are  appearing  in  Jackie,  Mates,  OK, 
Loving,  Fab  208,  New  Musical  Express, 
Hot  Car  and  Film  Review  until  Septem- 
ber, with  greatest  concentration  in  July. 
On  their  weekly  Radio  Luxembourg 
Valderma  stars  horoscope  show  Reckitt 
&  Colman  Products  Ltd,  pharmaceutical 
division,  Dansom  Lane,  Hull  HU8  7DS, 
are  running  a  soap  competition  for  Zodiac 
mirrors.  Listeners  are  being  asked  to  name 
attributes  of  star-sign  personalities  and 
each  week  one  winner  from  each  sex  will 
receive  an  inscribed  mirror. 

Holiday  eating  competition 

A  holiday  eating  competition  for  retail 
pharmacies  is  being  organised  by  Inter- 
national Chemical  Company  Ltd,  11 
Chenies  Street,  London,  WC1E  7ET,  in 
support  of  Bisodol.  Eight  foreign  dishes 
from  coq  au  vin  to  caviar  have  to  be 
matched  up  with  pictures  shown  in  the 
leaflet  which  representatives  will  deliver. 
In  not  more  than  ten  words  competitors 
have  to  complete  the  phrase:  "Bisodol  is 
a  good  holiday  companion  because  .  .  ." 
The  first  prize  is  a  set  of  six  silver-plated 
wine  goblets  and  six  brandy  goblets, 
second  prize  is  an  18th  century-style  silver 
plated  candelabra,  and  there  are  20 
runners-up  prizes  of  silver  plated  "squirrel" 
dishes.  The  closing  date  is  September  17. 

Continued  on  p80 
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A  radio  offer  from  Polaroid 

A  new  promotion  by  Polaroid  is  a  free 
transistor  radio  with  the  purchase  of  any 
Polaroid  Colour  Swinger.  The  radio  is  an 
Ajax  Command  medium /long  wave  solid 
state  transistor  radio  complete  with  bat- 
teries, carrying  strap  and  private  listening 
earphone.  Retailers  are  required  to  pur- 
chase from  Polaroid  (UK)  Ltd,  Ashley 
Road,  St  Albans,  a  minimum  of  10  radios 
at  £3  72  each  (excluding  VAT)  and  to 
advertise  in  their  local  newspaper. 

Polaroid  will  supply  all  point  of  sale 
and  advertising  materials,  and  to  help  off- 
set advertising  costs  will  provide,  free  of 
charge,  10  type  88  film  for  an  8ins  x  two 
column  advertisement  or  15  type  88  film 
for  an  1 1  ins  x  three  column  advertisement. 
Claims  should  be  made  by  August  15.  For 
each  radio  given  away  during  the  promo- 
tion Polaroid  will  supply,  on  receipt  of  the 
completed  camera  registration  card  and 
tearsheet  of  the  advertisement,  one  type 
88  and  one  type  87  (£372)  free  of  charge. 

Support  for  women's  amateur  athletics 

Women's  amateur  athletics  receives  a 
boost  with  the  announcement  of  a  £2,000 
sponsorship  scheme  for  the  Southern 
Counties  Women's  Amateur  Athletics 
Association  by  Kimberly-Clark  Ltd,  Lark- 
field,  Maidstone,  Kent.  The  support  will 
include  the  sponsorship  of  the  1976 
Southern  Women's  Championships  to  be 
held  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Stadium  on 
July  17-18.  The  sponsorship  programme 
includes  publication,  four  times  a  year,  of 
Flying  Start — a  magazine  for  women 
athletes  in  the  southern  counties — and,  in 
conjunction  with  the  SCWAAA  and  P  &  O 
Cruises,  a  grand  draw  offering  nearly 
£1,000  worth  of  prizes  including  a  week's 
cruise  for  two  to  Madeira.  The  magazine 
is  provided  free  by  Kimberly-Clark  to 
clubs  for  them  to  sell,  and  the  prizes  in 
the  draw  have  been  donated  by  Kimberly- 
Clark  and  P  &  O  Cruises,  so  that  money 
raised  from  the  sale  of  tickets  can  be  kept 
by  the  clubs.  This  is  Kimberly-Clark's 
first  venture  into  sports  sponsoring. 
Further  schemes  are  planned,  including  a 
Kotex  Products  Intermediate  Champion- 
ship for  1977. 

Travel  prizes  from  Schwarzkopf 

Schwarzkopf  are  supporting  Batiste  Aqua- 
sil  bath  additives  and  Corimist  during  the 
peak  holiday  season  with  competitions 
and  offers.  The  Batiste  competition,  "Spot 
the  beach  ball",  has  a  first  prize  of  14  days 
holiday  for  two  in  Antigua,  two  second 
prizes  of  a  14-day  holiday  for  two  on  the 
Algarve  and  100  prizes  of  a  beach  towel, 
woven  in  the  green  and  yellow  of  the 
Batiste  packs,  for  the  runners  up.  A  dis- 
play carton  contains  six  200cc  shampoo 
and  six  175g  dry  shampoo  with  entry 
forms  enclosed.  Competitors  must  accom- 
pany each  entry  with  a  special  offer  disc 


as  proof  of  purchase.  Closing  date  is 
October  31. 

The  Aquasil  competition  offers  a  first 
prize  of  flying  to  New  York  and  joining 
the  QE2  for  a  14-day  cruise  for  two  in  the 
West  Indies.  There  are  prizes  for  250 
runners  up  of  a  towel  in  Aquasil  Medi- 
terranean blue,  woven  with  the  sea  horse 
motif.  Competitors  will  be  required  to 
show  proof  of  purchase  and  the  closing 
date  is  September  1.  With  every  Aquasil 
order  over  £5,  one  box  of  36  Aquasil 
luxury  bath  sachets  will  be  presented  free 
by  Schwarzkopf  Ltd,  Penn  Road,  Califor- 
nian  Trading  Estate,  Aylesbury,  Bucks. 
The  Corimist  "two-for-the-price-of-one" 
promotion  offers  a  33cc  phial  of  Corimist 
shampoo  free  with  every  33cc  phial  of 
Corimist  conditioner. 

Thicken  hair  promoted  and  repackaged 

A  consumer  price  promotion  on  Thicken 
hair  is  offered  by  Jackel  &  Co  Ltd,  Kitty 
Brewster  Estate,  Blyth,  Northumberland. 
The  21cc  phial  size  is  now  £0  1 9  and  the 
larger  size  is  £0  57.  The  product  has  been 
repackaged  and  formulations  reduced  to 
two — normal  and  greasy.  The  new  shaped 
bottle  now  contains  125cc  (previously 
lOOcc).  Advertising  in  women's  magazines 
continues  until  September. 

The  company  also  distribute  Replica's 
13cc  eau  de  parfum  Dewth  (£0  49)  which 
has  been  so  successful  that  a  further 
25,000  are  to  be  made  available. 

Jackel  &  Co  Ltd  are  introducing  bath 
milk,  normal  shampoo  and  conditioner  in 
the  Country  Lover  range  in  oval  185cc 
"unbreakable"  bottles  (£0-45). 

Babies'  swimming  award  scheme 

Babies  are  being  taught  how  to  swim  as 
part  of  a  new  award  scheme  sponsored 
by  Savlon  babycare  products  in  associa- 
tion with  the  Amateur  Swimming  Associa- 
tion. Children  from  0-5  years  old  will  be 
awarded  a  special  badge  for  swimming 
one  width  of  the  pool  using  swimming  aids. 
A  separate  badge  will  be  given  to  those 
swimming  one  width  unaided.  The  water 
baby  awards  will  be  administered  by  the 
ASA  who  will  distribute  badges  to  regis- 
tered teachers  running  mother  and  baby 
classes.  The  ASA  and  Goya  International 
Ltd,  161  New  Bond  Street,  London  W1Y 
OLN,  will  promote  the  scheme  to  all 
relevant  organisations  such  as  young  wives 
clubs,  playgroups  and  clinics. 

Pricing  arrangement  for  babymiiks 

A  new  pricing  arrangement  is  in  effect  for 
the  four  unmodified  babymiiks  from  Cow 
&  Gate  Baby  Foods,  Guildford,  Surrey 
GUI  4HS.  Minimum  order  restrictions 
have  been  removed  and  prices,  now  based 
on  points,  will  vary  with  the  size  of  the 
order  placed.  Each  product  has  a  points 
count  per  case  and  the  sum  of  the  points 
will  determine  the  pricing  level  for  the 
order.  Prices  of  these  milks  have  increased 
to  £0-80|  (babymilk  1  and  2)  and  £090 
(Trufood  and  Follow-on  Trufood). 

A  promotion  on  Cow  &  Gate  fruit 
syrups  and  concentrated  orange  juice  is 
offering  5p  off  next  purchase  until  the 
beginning  of  August.  Running  concurrently 
and  for  five  months  afterwards,  a  promo- 
tion offers  any  two  ceramic  mugs  from  a 
series  of  six  in  exchange  for  four  labels 
from  the  fruit  syrup  bottles.  In  return  for 
20  strained  babymeal  labels,  Cow  &  Gate 
are  offering  a  free  decorated  egg  cup. 
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Quickies  'face-lift' 

More  emphasis  is  being  given  to  the  word 
"face"  on  Quickies  face  cleansing  packs, 
to  distinguish  the  pads  from  others  in  the 
range.  For  17g  (£0-22)  and  30g  (£0-30) 
packs  blue  and  gold  colours  have  been 
retained  but  a  double  border  in  gold  has 
been  incorporated  in  the  design.  Lettering 
and  border  motif  are  repeated  on  the  60g 
jar  (£0-54),  in  blue  contrasting  with  white, 
and  Fassett  &  Johnson  Ltd,  Dawson  Road, 
Bletchley,  Milton  Keynes  MK1  1JT,  offer 
a  carton  that  folds  to  display  12  packs. 

Hosiery  display  competition 

Five  hundred  Parker  Slinger  pens  will  be 
awarded  to  pharmacists  taking  part  in  the 
"solid  gold"  Scholl  hosiery  display  com- 
petition and  all  entries  will  compete  for 
the  major  national  prize  of  a  solid  gold 
Parker  pen.  Show  cards,  display  legs  and 
samples  of  Scholl  hosiery  will  be  supplied 
by  the  company.  Pharmacists  are  invited 
to  send  in  a  photograph  of  their  window 
display,  with  their  name  and  address,  to 
Alan  Barnard,  Scholl  (UK)  Ltd,  182  St 
John  St,  London  EC1,  by  August  27. 

Fort  not  fast 

The  address  of  Valencienne  Ltd  is  Valen- 
cienne  House,  Ellingfort  Road,  London 
E8  3PS  and  not  as  previously  given. 

Mansize  tissues  to  please  women 

Packs  of  Dixcel  mansize  tissues  have  been 
redesigned  in  red,  black  and  tan,  with  a 
basket-work  theme.  British  Tissues  Ltd, 
101  Whitby  Road,  Slough,  Berks  HA3 
8BS,  say  80  per  cent  of  men's  facial 
tissues  are  bought  by  women. 

Oxygen  products  prices 

The  Walter  Kidde  Co  Ltd,  Belvue  Road, 
Northolt,  Middx  have  applied  to  the  Price 
Commission  for  a  12|  per  cent  price 
increase  on  oxygen  products  and  servicing. 
If  approved  it  will  become  effective  on 
August  1. 

Bonus  offers 

L.  E.  Vincent  &  Partners,  10  Haymarket, 
London  SW1.  Avrogel.  14  as  12  during 
July  and  August. 

Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd,  Temple  Hill, 
Dartford,  Kent  DAI  5 AH.  Actifed  com- 
pound linctus  100ml,  Calpol  suspension 
70ml  and  140ml,  Drapolene  cream  55g 
and  lOOg,  Emprazil  tablets  12's,  Saxin 
tablets  500,  2000,  and  liquid,  until  end  of 
August.  Full  details  from  representatives. 
Fassett  &  Johnson  Ltd,  Dawson  Road, 
Bletchley,  Milton  Keynes,  MK1  1JT. 
Nestle  Lite  14  as  12,  Nestle  Colortint  (all 
shades)  18  as  12,  Old  Cottage  lavender 
compressed  blossoms  15  as  12,  Stop  It  15 
as  12,  So  Soft  shampoo  13  as  12,  Margo 
baby  powder,  13  as  12,  Fradojel  18  as  12. 
Until  September  7. 
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New  labels  for 
chemicals? 


© 


© 
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Acetic  Acid,  Glacial 


CORROSIVE 

Flammable.  Causes  severe  burns. 

Do  not  breath  vapour. 

Keep  out  of  reach  of  children  . 

In  case  of  contact  with  eyes,  rinse  immediately 

with  plenty  of  water  and  seek  medical  advice. 


XYZ  Chemical  Co.  Ltd. 


© 
r© 


1.  Danger  symbol.  2.  Risk  phrases.  3.  Safety  phrases.  4.  Name  of  substance. 
5.  Name  of  supplier  or  manufacturer 


Some  800  dangerous  chemicals  commonly 
used  in  industry,  about  a  dozen  of  them 
also  used  in  the  home,  are  covered  by  a 
statutory  labelling  scheme  proposed  by 
the  Health  and  Safety  Commission. 

The  most  dangerous  chemicals  are 
classified  either  as  explosive,  highly  flam- 
mable, toxic  or  corrosive.  Others  present- 
ing a  lesser  hazard  are  classified  as 
oxidising,  flammable,  irritant  or  harmful. 
The  main  feature  of  the  label  is  a  danger 
symbol  accompanied  by  a  key  word.  Each 
symbol  shows  the  likely  dangers  and  is  to 
be  printed  in  black  on  a  bright  orange/ 
yellow  background  so  that  it  stands  out 
prominently.  Each  danger  category  has  its 
own  symbol :  an  exploding  bomb  for 
explosive  substances ;  a  flame  over  a 
circle  for  oxidising  substances;  a  flame 
for  highly  flammable  substances ;  a  sku'l 
and  cross  bones  for  toxic  substances ;  a 
picture  of  a  hand  and  a  piece  of  metal 
being  dissolved  for  corrosive  substances 
and  a  St  Andrews  Cross  for  harmful  or 
irritant  substances. 

In  addition  the  label  would  carry: 

□  One  or  more  risk  phrases  spelling  out 
in  more  detail  the  main  dangers,  eg 
"causes  severe  burns"  or  "reacts  very 
violently  with  water. 

□  One  or  more  safety  phrases  may  also 
be  carried  giving  advice  on  sensible  safety 
precautions,  eg  "wear  suitable  gloves"  or 
"never  add  water  to  this  product". 

□  The  name  of  the  chemical  and  the 
name  of  the  supplier  or  manufacturer  to 
help  doctors  or  first  aid  staff  in  the  event 
of  an  accident. 

In  addition  to  labelling,  the  draft  regu- 
lations propose  that  packaging  must  be 
designed  and  constructed  so  as  to  prevent 
accidental  spillage  in  the  normal  course 
of  handling. 

The  Commission  proposes  that  the 
responsibility  for  attaching  the  label 
should  lie  with  suppliers.  Manufacturers 
or  importers  would  be  reauired  to  attach 
labels  before  supplying  directly  to  other 
manufacturers  or  before  supplying  whole- 
sale or  retail  outlets.  Wholesalers  or 
retailers  would  still  have  an  obligation  to 
ensure  that  products  are  properly  labelled 
before  selling  them  to  users;  wholesalers 
or  retailers  who  re-package  would  have 
to  attach  their  own  label. 

Minimum  sizes  are  specified  for  the 
label  but  there  will  still  be  room  for 
manufacturers  to  put  brand  names  and 
other  information  elsewhere  on  the  con- 
tainer. Special  risks  and  safety  precautions 
would  not  be  required  on  containers  of 
less  than  125ml  except  in  the  case  of 
explosive,  toxic  or  corrosive  substances. 

Where  dangerous  chemicals  already 
have  to  be  labelled  for  international  and 
domestic  transport  and  for  storage,  a 
composite  label  would  be  allowed. 

Health  and  safety  inspectors  (eg  factory 


inspectors)  will  be  responsible  for  enforcing 
the  regulations  but  weights  and  measures 
inspectors  will  be  responsible  for  enforce- 
ment in  relation  to  sales  from  shops. 

The  labels  have  been  devised  by  the 
EEC  and  all  nine  member  States  have 
agreed  to  introduce  the  scheme. 

Substances  listed  which  are  commonly 
sold  for  household  use  include  ammonia 
solution,  sodium  hydroxide  anhydrous  and 
solution,  sulphuric  acid,  potassium 
permanganate,  carbon  tetrachloride, 
trichloroethylene,  perchloroethylene  (tetra- 
chloroethylene),  ethanol,  formic  acid, 
acetic  acid,  sodium  chlorate,  and  petro- 
leum distillates  (paraffin). 

The  scheme  is  issued  in  the  form  of 
the  Draft  Packaging  and  Labelling  of 
Dangerous  Substances  Regulations  made 
jointly  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Employment  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Prices  and  Consumer  Protection.  After 
the  consultative  period  (the  end  of 
August),  the  Commission  will  ask  the 
Secretaries  of  State  to  introduce  legislation 
by  July  1977. 

Poison  Orders  published 

The  Poisons  List  Order  1976  (SI  1976  no 
979,  HM  Stationery  Office,  £0-08)  and 
the  Poisons  (Amendment)  Rules  1976  (SI 
1976  no  978,  HM  Stationery  Office,  £01 2) 
bring  into  effect  on  July  26  or  August  26 
changes  in  poisons  legislation  proposed 
recently  (C&D,  May  8,  p650)  for  alkali 
fluorides,  certain  compounds  of  antimony 
and  fluoracetanilide,  arsenic  compounds, 
and  strychnine.  The  Medicines  (Specified 
Articles  and  Substances)  Order  1976  (SI 
1976  no  968,  HM  Stationery  Office,  £0-12) 
extends  specified  provisions  of  the  Medi- 
cines Act  1968  to  contact  lenses,  lens 
solutions  and  intra-uterine  devices  from 
July  12. 

Drug  monitoring  project 

The  US  Food  and  Drug  Administration 
and  the  National  Bureau  of  Standards 
have  announced  a  million  dollar  joint  pro- 
ject to  develop  systems  for  monitoring 
newly-approved  medicines  for  unwanted 
reactions.  The  systems  would  help  FDA 
uncover  previously  unsuspected  adverse 
effects  more  quickly  than  is  now  possible. 
In  addition,  legislation  now  before  the 


Congress  would  give  FDA  authority  to 
require  manufacturers  to  conduct  post- 
marketing studies  of  new  drugs.  The  NBS 
experimental  technology  incentives  pro- 
gramme will  provide  $1-1  million  and  ex- 
pert advice  for  design  of  drug  monitoring 
systems.  FDA  will  develop  and  test  the 
systems  under  one  or  more  contracts  to  be 
awarded  on  a  competitive  basis. 


Transport  policy 

After  finishing  a  journey  that  took  me 
through  Midlands  towns  and  villages  and 
then  on  to  the  Ml,  I  read  Mr  Andrew 
Warren's  article  on  the  Government's  road 
policy.  Somehow,  I  cannot  accept  that  the 
heaviest  of  lorries  have  met  their  full 
track  costs.  I  am  sure  that  many  of  the 
slow-moving  juggernauts  which  caused 
many  delays  during  my  journey  were 
carrying  goods  that  could  have  been  more 
quickly  moved  by  rail,  at  least  for  the 
greater  part  of  their  journey. 

I  feel  that  Mr  Warren  has  given  only 
one  view  of  this  whole  problem,  no 
doubt  rightly  so  in  view  of  his  position 
with  the  British  Road  Federation.  I  got 
the  impression  it  was  part  of  an  anti- 
Government  lobbying  exercise! 

Traveller 

NPU— value  for  money 

I  would  like  to  support  Mr  J.  Wright  in 
his  criticism  of  Xrayser.  The  more  organ- 
isations knocking  on  the  door  of  the 
Department  of  Health  on  our  behalf  the 
better.  I  want  more  militancy  for  phar- 
macy— and  I  despair  of  getting  it  within 
the  membership. 

To  keep  the  NPU  and  the  Society's 
officers  within  strictly  defined  boundaries 
is  surely  not  in  the  best  interests  of  their 
members.  Let  them  both  be  competitive, 
continuously  striving  to  earn  the  commen- 
dation of  those  for  whom  they  act. 
Measured  in  such  terms  no  17  doesn't 
come  out  too  well  and  if  one  takes  into 
account  fees — or  subscriptions — and  value 
for  money,  then  for  me  the  NPU  is  well 
ahead.  Pugnare 
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Wyeth  can  now  produce 
1,000m  tablets  a  year 

A  new  tabletting  plant  recently  completed 
by  Wyeth  Laboratories  at  Havant  increases 
the  company's  UK  capacity  to  about 
1,000m  tablets  per  annum.  The  current 
production  of  the  plant  is  about  600m 
tablets  from  a  range  of  some  30  products. 
More  than  half  the  capital  cost,  which 
exceeded  £lm  is  accounted  for  by  the 
air  conditioning  and  dust  control  system, 
installed  to  prevent  air-borne  cross- 
contamination  of  the  drugs. 

The  new  building,  which  occupies  about 
24,000  sq  ft,  is  sub-divided  into  manufac- 
turing suites  allocated  to  specific  product 
groups.  The  construction  is  totally 
windowless,  and  temperature  and  humidity 
controlled  filtered  air  is  supplied  on  a 
single  pass  system.  In  general,  the  humidity 
is  maintained  at  40  per  cent  RH,  but 
selected  areas  are  at  30  per  cent  RH.  Two 
independent  dust  extraction  systems  are 
provided  for  the  out-going  air.  Extraction 
from  the  tablet  presses  is  by  a  high- 
velocity  system  with  residues  collected  in 
closed  containers  in  the  plant  room,  while 
dust  generated  during  loading  of  blending 
equipment  and  from  milling  and  mixing 
operations  is  removed  through  a  high 
volume /low  velocity  extraction  system. 
Conditioned  air  flow  through  the  building 
is  at  the  rate  of  about  2\m  cu  ft  per  hour. 

As  well  as  avoiding  air-borne  cross- 
contamination,  the  air  conditioning 
arrangements  also  form  an  important  pro- 
tection for  the  plant  operatives.  Special 
protective  clothing  is  worn  throughout 
the  plant — and  in  the  oral  contraceptive 
manufacturing  area  the  disposable  gar- 
ments are  destroyed  at  the  end  of  each 
working  shift. 


The  sequence  of  operations  starts  with 


Part  of  the  air  conditioning  and  dust 
extraction  plant  with  some  of  the  control 
panels  in  the  foreground  and  the  high 
velocity  extraction  and  collection  system 
in  the  background 


the  raw  materials  being  drawn  from  the 
main  stores  and  weighed  into  batch 
quantities  in  the  central  dispensary.  The 
completed  batches  are  palletised  and  taken 
to  the  dispensed  material  store  until 
required.  They  then  pass  into  the  main 
building  through  an  airlock.  Prior  to 
granulation,  size  reduction  and /or  drying 
may  be  necessary. 

Three  basic  types  of  granulation  pro- 
cedure can  be  used  in  this  plant — direct 
compression  or  dry  or  wet  granulation. 
Following  granulation,  a  variety  of  tablet 
compression  machines  are  available  to 
deal  with  the  wide  range  of  finished  pro- 
duct forms  required,  including  layered, 
press  coated,  syrup  coated  and  conven- 
tional tablets.  Outputs  vary  from  300  to 
3,000  per  minute. 

Dispensing  of  the  active  ingredients  for 
the  most  potent  products  is  restricted  to 
the  specific  suites,  and  the  oral  contracep- 
tive suite  is  provided  with  blister  packing 
equipment  to  ensure  freedom  from 
contamination.  All  finished  tablets  leave 
the  building  in  sealed  containers  through 
an  airlock  and  are  held  in  the  quarantine 
tablet  store  awaiting  final  quality  control 
clearance  for  packaging. 

SK&F  provide  £16,520 
in  research  awards 

In  1975  a  total  of  £16,520  was  provided 
by  Smith  Kline  &  French  Foundation  in 
support  of  medical  and  scientific  research, 
according  to  the  recently  published  annual 
report.  These  grants  bring  to  £318,707 
the  sum  distributed  since  the  Foundation 
was  established  in  1961, 

The  first  recipient  of  the  prize  for 
research  in  clinical  pharmacology,  estab- 
lished in  December  1975  in  collaboration 
with  the  British  Pharmacological  Society, 
was  Dr  D.  G.  McDevitt,  senior  lecturer 
in  clinical  pharmacology  and  therapeutics, 
Queen's  University,  Belfast.  The  prize 
consists  of  £150  and  a  silver  medal  and 
is  to  be  awarded  biennially.  Recipients 
are  to  give  a  lecture  at  a  meeting  of  the 
British  Pharmacological  Society  and  are 
expected  to  visit  at  least  two  centres  in 
clinical  pharmacology  in  the  UK. 

Syntex  Pharmaceuticals' 
tenth  anniversary 

The  summer  of  1976  marks  the  10th 
anniversary  of  trading  by  Syntex  Pharma- 
ceuticals Ltd  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
at  a  lunch  to  celebrate  the  occasion  Mr 
John  P.  Munson,  managing  director,  said, 
"Ten  years  is  not  a  very  long  time  in  the 
history  of  most  pharmaceutical  companies 
and  indeed  the  time  necessary  to  develop 
new  drugs  now  often  extends  beyond 
such  a  period.  However,  Syntex  Pharma- 
ceuticals Ltd,  having  launched  its  first 
product  in  1966,  now  markets  over  seventy 
products  in  the  United  Kingdom,  in  some 
forty  countries  overseas  and  now  employs 
over  250  people." 

Listing  the  company's  other  achieve- 
ments he  said,  "During  the  last  ten  years 
we  have  effected  over  250  clinical  studies 
on  new  drugs  or  new  indications,  pro- 
duced and  sold  over  1,300  million  tablets 
as  well  as  hundreds  of  thousands  of  tubes 
of  ointments  and  creams,  and  we  estimate 
that  in  the  United  Kingdom,  each  day, 
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400,000  people  are  now  using  Syntex 
products  prescribed  by  their  doctor." 

A  new  research  centre  being  built  in 
Edinburgh  will  house  some  60  scientists 
"concentrating  on  the  challenge  of  the 
greatest  killer  of  our  time — heart  disease. 
Understandably  it  will  be  some  time  before 
a  new  product  emerges,  but  several  leads 
already  being  followed  will  hopefully  lead 
to  significant  advances  in  therapy.  The 
new  research  centre,  Scotsyn,  provides 
the  opportunity  to  couple  Syntex  inno- 
vative record  with  the  sound  clinical 
development  capability,  and  the  world- 
wide reputation  of  European  medicine." 

ICFC  warns  about  lack  of 
incentive  in  UK 

"The  erosion  of  proper  rewards  for  en- 
trepreneurs that  has  taken  place  in  recent 
years  is  undoubtedly  damaging  the 
economy",  says  Lord  Seebohm,  chairman 
of  Industrial  and  Commercial  Finance 
Corporation  Ltd,  in  the  annual  review 
1976.  He  continues:  "I  believe  that  the 
incentives  that  are  available  to  both 
owners  and  managers  in  business  are  lower 
in  the  UK  than  anywhere  in  Europe,  if 
not  in  the  developed  world  .  .  .  Let  us  hope 
that  some  sense  will  return  to  whatever 
government  is  in  power  to  ensure  that 
those  who  actually  create  the  wealth  of 
this  country  are  given  the  moral  and 
financial  credit  which  is  their  due." 

Since  its  formation  in  1945,  ICFC  has 
provided  more  than  £450m  for  British 
industry,  the  companies  assisted  including 
wholesale  chemists,  drug  testing  labora- 
tories, and  manufacturers  of  chemicals, 
pharmaceuticals,  soap,  toilet  preparations 
and  shop  fittings.  In  the  general  area  of 
wholesale  and  retail  distribution,  the  cor- 
poration's investment  in  the  year  up  to 
March  31,  1976,  amounted  to  £2 -7m. 

Antigen  International  move 

Antigen  International  Ltd  (Roscrea  Ire- 
land) have  moved  to  larger  premises  their 
UK  hospital  distribution  unit  at  79 
Brindley  Road,  Astmoor  Industrial  Estate, 
Runcorn  Cheshire.  (Tel:  09285  66398). 
They  have  also  formed  an  independent 
company.  Antigen  Hospital  Supplies  (UK) 
Ltd,  specifically  for  the  marketing  of 
hospital  products  within  the  UK  to  NHS 
and  private  hospitals  and  clinics.  The 
intention  is  to  develop  a  direct  competi- 
tive hospital  marketing  service  with  an 
international  range  of  medical  products 
over  and  above  their  existing  involvement 
with  sterile  injectable  and  solid  dose 
products. 

Briefly 

Schwarzkopf  Ltd  plan  to  increase  their 
factory  at  Aylesbury  from  50,000  sq  ft  to 
nearly  100,000  sq  ft  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
A  floor  is  being  added  to  the  existing 
factory  to  contain  a  new  laboratory,  pro- 
duction department,  raw  material  store, 
cafeteria  and  staff  shop.  In  addition,  a  new 
wing  is  being  built  as  a  finished  products 
warehouse. 

Haarmann  &  Reimer  Ltd  are  moving 
their  sales  department  to  join  the  tech- 
nical services  unit  at  Marlow  on  August 
3.  The  address  for  all  sales,  service  and 
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technical  inquiries  is  now  Fieldhouse  Lane, 
PO  Box  7,  Marlow,  Bucks  SL7  1NA 
(telephone  Marlow  (06284)  72051,  telex 
848859). 

Group  turnover  of  Odex  Racasan  Ltd  in- 
creased by  16-8  per  cent  to  £7 -3m  in  the 
year  ended  March  31.  Profit  before  tax 
was  £773,000  (£720,000  the  previous  year). 
Construction  work  on  BP  Chemicals  Ltd's 
new  acetic  acid  plant  will  begin  shortly, 
following  approval  of  the  project  by  the 
main  BP  board.  The  new  plant,  which 
will  establish  the  company  as  Europe's 
largest  producer  of  acetic  acid,  raising 
capacity  from  the  current  level  of  about 
200,000  tonnes  per  year  to  350,000  tonnes 
per  year,  will  be  located  at  the  Hull  fac- 
tory. Scheduled  for  completion  early  1979, 
the  project  will  cost  an  estimated  £55m, 
of  which  about  £10m  is  being  provided 
by  the  Government  under  its  accelerated 
investment  scheme. 

Appointments 

Dendron  Ltd:  Mr  Tony  Vintner,  formerly 
with  the  company's  merchandising  division, 
has  been  appointed  East  Midlands  area 
representative. 

Elizabeth  Arden  Ltd:  Mr  John  Huxtable 
has  been  promoted  to  UK  general  man- 
ager. He  has  been  UK  sales  and  market- 
ing director  since  May  1974. 
A.  H.  Robins  Co  Ltd:  Mr  Philip  H.  Anns 
has  been  elected  a  vice-president.  He  has 
been  general  manager  of  the  international 
division  since  joining  the  company  in  May 
1975  and  will  continue  to  direct  inter- 
national operations. 

Reckitts    (Ireland)    Ltd:    Mr   J.    R.  D. 

Hermon,  managing  director  since  1971,  will 
be  returning  to  the  UK  in  October  to  take 
up  an  appointment  at  corporate  head- 
quarters in  Chiswick.  He  will  be  succeeded 
as  managing  director  in  Ireland  by  Mr  A. 
C.  Bambridge,  formerly  managing  director 
of  Colman  Foods,  Norwich. 
Glaxo  Holdings  Ltd:  Mr  E.  K.  Samways, 
FPS,  formerly  production  director,  Allen 
&  Hanburys  Ltd,  has  been  appointed 
technical  executive  responsible  to  Mr  John 
Hurran,  group  technical  director.  Mr  Sam- 
ways  remains  a  director  of  Evans  Medical 
Ltd.  He  has  been  succeeded  as  production 
director,  Allen  &  Hanburys  Ltd,  by  Mr 
John  Stafford,  FPS. 

Syntex  Corporation:  Dr  Albert  Bowers 
has  been  elected  president  and  will  con- 
tinue to  serve  as  vice-chairman  of  Syntex 
and  as  president  of  Syntex  (USA)  Inc.  Dr 
George  Rosenkranz,  who  has  been  presi- 
dent and  chairman  since  1958,  will  con- 
tinue as  chairman  and  chief  executive 
officer.  Dr  John  Fried  has  been  appointed 
president  of  Syntex  Research,  filling  the 
position  held  by  Dr  Ralph  L  Dorfman 
who  will  continue  as  a  consultant  and  as 
a  member  of  the  board  of  directors.  A 
new  operating  division  has  been  formed 
consisting  of  Syntex  subsidiaries  manufac- 
turing dental,  medical  and  scientific  instru- 
ments, and  hair  care  products.  Mr  Fulton 
Collins,  a  corporate  vice-president  previ- 
ously responsible  for  corporate  develop- 
ment, has  been  placed  in  charge  of  the 
new  division.  Dr  Richard  Waugh  has  been 
designated  president  of  the  chemical 
manufacturing  division,  which  he  has 
headed  since  1972.  He  continues  as  a 
corporate  vice-president. 


Market 
News 

Holiday  influences  felt 

London,  July  14:  All  sectors  of  the  market 
are  now  coming  under  the  influence  of 
the  holiday  season.  Lessening  inquiry  has 
meant  that  many  prices  were  scarcely 
tested  during  the  past  week  and  with  the 
£  sterling  remaining  relatively  stable 
dealers  have  not  had  to  increase  the 
quotations  on  that  account.  In  fact,  in  a 
few  instances  prices  were  shaded,  in- 
cluding pepper,  pimento  and  cloves.  Also 
lower  were  Brazilian  menthol  and  Canada 
balsam.  Dearer  were  Peru  balsam,  aloes, 
gentian  root,  lemon  peel,  ipecacuanha, 
dandelion  root,  benzoin  and  witchhazel. 

Movements  in  essential  oils  included 
Brazilian  sassafras — dearer  as  a  result  of 
the  alternative  Chinese  oil  not  being 
available.  Camphor  white  and  lemon 
grass  were  easier  although  natural  cam- 
phor powder  was  dearer. 

There  were  no  changes  in  pharmaceu- 
tical chemicals  but  another  round  of 
changes  is  expected  shortly. 


Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Kaolin:  BP  natural  £109.90  per  1,000  kg;  light 
£114.90  ex-works  in  minimum  10-ton  lots. 
Mercurials:  Per  kg  in  50-kg  lots;  ammoniated 
£5.70;  oxides — red  £6.75  and  yellow  £6.50;  per- 
chloride  £4.70;  subchloride  £6.00;  iodine  £6.20  in 
25-kg  lots. 

Mersalyl:  Acid  £20.25  per  kg. 

Potassium  acid  tartrate:  BPC  £650  metric  ton, 
delivered. 

Potassium  citrate:  Granular  £669  metric  ton  as  to 

maker.  Premium  (or  powder  £12.00. 

Potassium  hydroxide:   Pellets  BP  1963  in  50-kg 

lots   £1.309    kg;    sticks   £4.569;   technical  flakes 

£0.4577. 

Potassium   phosphate:   BPC   1949  in  50-kg  lots, 
granular  £1.6746  kg;  powder  £1.4744. 
Saccharin:  BP  in  250  kg  lots  £3.40  kg;  sodium 
£3.10. 

Sodium  acid  phosphate:  BP  crystals  £0.9613  kg 
or  50-kg  lots. 

Sodium  benzoate:  BP,  500-kg  lots,  £0.4598  kg. 
Sodium    bicarbonate:    BP    £72.04    per    1,000  kg 
minimum  10-metric-ton  lots,  delivered  UK. 
Sodium  carbonate:  Anhydrous  £155  metric  ton. 
Sodium  chloride:  Vacuum   dried   in   10-ton  lots 
£17.70  metric  ton,  delivered  London. 
Sodium  citrate:  From  £581  per  metric  ton  as  to 
maker.  Premium  for  powder  £12.00. 
Sodium  fluoride:  BP  keg  in  50-kg  lots  £1.3071  kg. 
Sodium  gluconate:  Technical  £510  metric  ton. 
Sodium  hydroxide:  Pellets  (BP  1975)  in  50-kg  lots 
£0.858  kg;  sticks  (BP  1958)  £3.09J  for  50  kg. 
Sodium  nitrite:  BPC  1963  50-kg  lots  £0.8415  kg. 
Sodium  potassium  tartrate:  Granular  £797  metric 
ton. 

Sodium   sulphate:   BP   crystals   per   metric  ton 

£84.60;  commercial  £31.00  ex  works. 

Sodium    sulphite:    Crystals    £0.161    kg    in  50-kg 

lots. 

Sorbitol:  Powder  £398.50  metric  ton;  syrup  £200. 
Zinc  chloride:  Granular  96.98  per  cent  £390  metric 
ton,  delivered. 


Crude  drugs 

Agar:  Spanish-Portuguese  £4.50  kg  spot. 

Aloes:  Cape  £1.09  kg  spot;  £1.07,  cif.  Curacao 

nominal. 

Balsams:  (kg)  Canada  £13.00;  £12.60,  cif  for 
shipment.  Copaiba:  BPC  £1.50  spot;  £1.55, 
cif.  Peru  £6.85  spot;  £6.75,  cif  nominal.  Tolu 
£3.40  spot;  £3.30.  cif. 

Belladonna:  (metric  ton)  Leaves  £1,400  cif.  Herb 
£650.  Root  no  offers. 

Benzoin:  BP  £74.00-£75.00  cwt  spot;  £71.00- 
£72.00,  cif. 

Buchu:  Rounds  £2.25  kg  spot;  £1.95,  cif. 
Camphor:    Natural    powder,   £4.50   kg,    in  bond. 
Synthetic  £0.75 

Cardamoms:  (per  lb,  cif)  Alleppy  green  no  1 
£3.50;  prime  seeds  £3.50. 


Cascara:  £870  metric  ton  spot;  £760,  cif. 
Cherry  bark:  Spot  £700  metric  ton;  £690,  cif. 
Chillies:   Chinese   Haimen  £800  metric  ton  spot 
Hamburg. 

Cinnamon:  (cif)  Seychelles  bark  £350  ton.  Ceylon 
quills  4  O's  £0.63  lb. 

Clovss:  Madagascar  £3,425  per  ton,  cif. 

Cochineal:  Peruvian  silver-grey  £13.00  kg,  cif. 

Colocynth  pulp:  Nominal. 

Dandelion:  No  spot;  shipment  £1.02  kg,  cif. 

Ergot:  Portuguese-Spanish  £1.50  kg  spot;  £1.40, 

cif. 

Gentian:  Root  £1.40  kg  spot;  £1.35,  cif. 
Ginger:  (ton,  cif)  Cochin  £1,200;  Jamaican  (spot) 
£1,025.  Nigerian  split  £535,  peeled  £645.  Sierra 
Leone  £650  nominal. 

Henbane:  Niger  £850  metric  ton  spot;  £840,  cif. 
Honey:  (per  metric  ton  in  6-cwt  drums,  ex-ware- 
house) Australian  light  amber  £550,  medium  £540, 
Canadian  £730;  Mexican  £570. 
Hydrastis:  (kg)  £9.10  spot;  £8.90,  cif. 
Ipecacuanha:  (kg)  Costa  Rica  spot  £4.20;  £4.10, 
cif. 

Jalap:  Mexican,  basis  15  per  cent,  £1.95  kg  spot; 
£1.80,  cif. 

Kola  nuts:  Spot  nominal;  £200  metric  ton,  cif. 
Lanolin:    1 ,000-kg    lots    BP    grades    from  £955; 

cosmetic  £1,025;  technical  £910. 

Lemon  peel:  Unextracted  £1,500  metric  ton  spot; 

£1,450,  cif. 

Liquorice  root:  Chinese  £190  metric  ton,  cif. 
Russian  £280  spot;  Block  juice  £1,130.  Spray- 
dried  £1,050. 

Lobelia:  American  £1,010  metric  ton  spot;  £980, 
cif.  Dutch  £950;  £940,  Cif. 

Lycopodlum:  Russian  £5.20  kg,  cif.  Indian  £4.50 
spot. 

Mace:  Grenada  unsorted  £2,000  ton,  fob. 
Menthol:    (kg)    Brazilian   £9.15  spot;   £8.90,  cif. 
Chinese  £10.00  in  bond;  shipment  £9.45,  cif. 
Nutmeg:  (per  ton,  fob)  West  Indian  80's  £1,450, 
unassorted  £1,200;  defectives  £1,150 — all  nominal. 
Nux  Vomica:  £210  metric  ton  spot. 
Pepper:  (ton)  Sarawak  black  £1,010  spot;  £835, 
cif.  White  £1,205;  shipment  £1,130. 
Pimento:  Jamaican  £1,655  ton,  cif. 
Podophyllum:  Root  £720  metric  ton,  cif. 
Rhubarb:  Chinese  rounds  60  per  cent  pinky  £1.40 
kg- 

Sarsaparilla:  £1,500  metric  ton  spot  nominal: 
shipment  £1,450,  cif. 

Seeds:  (metric  ton),  cif  Anise:  China  star  forward 
£585.  Caraway:  Dutch  £425.  Celery:  Indian 
£420.  Coriander:  Moroccan  £270.  Cumin:  Egyptian 
£460;  Turkish  £490;  Iranian  £580  nominal.  Dill: 
Indian  £225.  Fennel:  Indian  £425;  Egyptian 
£230.  Fenugreek  £124. 

Senega:  (kg)  Canadian  £12.60  spot  and  cif. 
Senna:   (kg)   Alexandria  pods,  hp,  £1.87,  manu- 
facturing,   £1.03.    Tinnevelly    leaves    faq    No  3, 
£0.25,  faq  pods  £0.25;  hp  £0.38. 
Styrax:  spot  £4.10  kg. 

Tonquin  beans:  Spot  £1.10  kg;  shipment  £1.05, 
cif.  (Angostura  type). 
Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £330  ton,  cif. 
Valerian:  Indian  root  £860  metric  ton  spot;  ship- 
ment £840,  cif. 

Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £3.10  kg;  £3.00,  cif. 


Essential  and  expressed  oils 

Camphor  white:  £0.80  kg  spot;  £0.75,  cif 
Lemongrass:  Spot  £4.40  kg;  £3.75,  cif. 
Olive:  Spot  ex-wharf,  Spanish  £1,120  per  metric 
ton  in  200-kg  drums;  Mediterranean  origin  £1,150; 
Tunisian  £1,170.  Subject  to  EEC  levy  alterations. 
Sassafras:    Chinese    unavailable;   Brazilian  £2.20 
kg  spot  and  cif. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


Coming  events 

Tuesday,  July  22 

Mid-Glamorgan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Aberdaire  Golf  Club,  at  1pm.  Golf  meeting. 

Advance  information 

National  Pharmaceutical  Union,  Federation  of 
South-eastern  Pharmacists,  outing  to  Sheffield 
Park  House,  July  28,  at  4  pm  (£1.10  including 
team).  Applications  to  Mr  B.  Cozens,  8  Albert 
Parade,  Eastbourne,  Sussex,  by  July  21. 
Sherwood  Region,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
postgraduate  residential  course  on  "Skin  disorders 
and  their  treatment",  Earnshaw  Hall,  The 
University,  Sheffield,  September  24-26.  Details 
from  Dr  J.  M.  Newton,  pharmacy  department, 
The  University,  Nottingham  NG7  2RD. 

Pharmaceutical  Society,  Society  of  Cosmetic 
Chemists,  joint  symposium  on  "Cosmetic  and 
pharmacological  aspects  of  skin  colour", 
Stratford-upon-Avon  Hilton,  November  9-11  (fee 
£50).  Details  from  Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists 
of  Great  Britain,  56  Kingsway,  London  WC2B  6DX. 
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LINCTUSES  FOR  DIABETICS 

Now  being  promoted  to  Doctors — To  fill  prescriptions 
— or  for  dispensing — please  obtain  from  your 
wholesaler  or  direct  from  us. 

UNCTUS  CODEINE  DIABETIC  BPC  (Halas) 
UNCTUS  PHOLCODINE  DIABETIC  (Halas) 
UNCTUS  PHOLCODINE  STRONG  DIABETIC  (Halas) 

2  litre  Winchester — 500ml  Winchester — 
100ml  amber  glass  bottle 


HALAS  LABORATORIES  LTD 
Thorp  Arch  Trading  Estate 
Wetherby 

Yorkshire  LS23  7BJ 
Tel:  Boston  Spa  842695 


Talk  Shop  to  Myers - 
the  Shopfitting  experts 


Write  for  catalogue  toy  S.I.MYERS  LTD 

Tel:  01-251  4444  80/84  OLD  STREET  LONDON  EC1V  9 AN 


SURGICAL  ELASTIC  HOSIERY 

TWO-WAY  STRETCH  ELASTIC  YARN 
NYLON  LIGHTWEIGHT  STOCKINGS 
NYFINE  LIGHTWEIGHT  TIGHTS 
SEAMLESS  ONE-WAY  STRETCH 
NYLON  NET 


Stock  Sizes  or  Made  to  Measure 
Also  obtainable  direct  or  through  your  wholesaler.  Write  for  literature. 


Abdominal  Belts  -  Spinal  Supports  -  Elastic  Band  Trusses  -  Jock  Straps 
Suspensory  Bandages       -       Athletic  Slips       -       Stockinette  Bandages 

Vernon  Works,  Basford,  Nottingham 
Phone  :  77841-2  Grams  :  Eeslness 


E.  SAL  LIS  LTD. 


NEWBALL  &  MASON  LTD. 

Established  in  1850 

SPICES  AND  CULINARY  HERBS  IN  EVERY  VARIETY 
FLAVOURING  ESSENCES  AND  FOOD  COLOURS 

The  Famous 

EXTRACT  OF  HERBS,  LEMONINE,  GINGER, 
SARSAPARILLA,  DANDELION  &  BURDOCK 

For  Herb  Beers 

Attractively  packed  with  pharmacy  in  mind,  and  also 
available  in  bulk 

Detailed  price  list  and  bonus  terms  from 
Dormston  Trading  Estate,  Burton  Road,  Dudley, 
West  Midlands,  DY1  2BR.  Tel.  No.  Sedgley  2537 


BABYPADS  AND  PLAYRUGS 

sell  with 
the  soft  touch,, 


The  fur  feel  of  Saluki  playrugs  and  pads  for  pram  or  cot  is  a  sure 
seller  to  mothers.  The  Saluki  baby  range  is  100%  polyester,  non- 
irritant,  washes  and  dries  quickly  and  has  BSI  tests  to  prove  it 
cannot  suffocate.  Babies  love  Saluki  softness  and  so  do  mums. 
Regular  advertising  in  mother  and  baby  magazines  tells  them 
"you're  so  lucky  with  Saluki". 

So  get  lucky  yourself,  stock  and  sell  the  soft  touch  of  Saluki. 
Trade  Prices.  Baby  Playrug  £2.85  Baby  Pad  £1.65  plus  V.A.T. 

Trade  enquiries  to 

Tony  Hartwell,  General  Manager,  Saluki  Fabrics  Ltd., 
Domestic  Textiles  Division,  Cheapside  Mills,  Bradford 
Road,  Batley,  West  Yorkshire  call  0924  477968 


Mr 
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OFFERS  YOU 


comprehensive  information  on  the  complex 
business  of  exporting  to  every  world  market, 
including  countries,  cities,  languages,  currencies, 
banks,  embassies,  commercial  representatives, 
airports,  seaports,  airline  cargo  booking  offices, 
container  and  unit  load  services,  documentation 
and  licensing  details,  import  regulations, 
financing  exports,  trade  marks,  weights,  measures, 
abbreviations,  voltages,  postal  charges, 
money  orders,  cables,  telephones,  climate, 
holidays,  EEC  PREFERENCE  regulations,  ATA, 
BOTB,  CAN,  ECGB,  THE,  VAT  information,  plus 
monthly  up-dating  service, 

700 pages  21 0  x  143  mm  £14.00 

Benn  Brothers  Limited  125  High  Street  ColliersWood 
London  SW1  9  2JN  Tel :  01  -542  8575 
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15p  per  1000  tablets 

MINIMUM  ORDER  1  MILLION 


EX- 
WORKS 


M  ASteinhard  Ltd,  703  Tudor  Estate,  Abbey  Rd,  London  NW10  7UW 
Telephone:  01-965  0195 


A.  NELSON  &  COMPANY  LIMITED 
73  DUKE  STREET,  LONDON,  W1  M  6BY 

HOMOEOPATHIC  PHARMACY 

Tel:  01-629  3118  &  3119  Telex:  918224 

Full  range  of  Medicines  and  Books  always  available. 
Answering  service  available  when  Pharmacy  is  closed. 


Classified 
Adverf 


Ivertisements 


Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Drug- 
gist, 25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA. 
Telephone  01-353  3212. 

Publication  date  Every  Saturday. 


Headings  All  advertisements  appear  under  appro- 
priate headings. 


Screen  100. 


Display/Semi  Display  £5  00  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  page  £350  (254mm  x  178mm). 

Half  page  £200  (125mm  x  178mm). 

Quarter  page  £1 1 0  (125mm  x  86mm). 

Lineage  £1-00  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £5  00. 

Box  numbers  £0-50  extra. 

Series  Discounts  5%  on  3  insertions  or  over.  10% 
on  7  insertions  or  over.  15%  on  13  insertions  or  over. 

Copy  date  4  pm  Tuesday  prior  to  publication  date. 
Advertisements  should  be  prepaid. 

Circulation  ABC  January/December  1975:  14,722 


Shopfitting 


FYNESTORE.  The  Chemists'  Shop- 
fitter  specialists  in  Dispensaries, 
Shopfronts,  Pharmacy  Planning  and 
all  allied  work.  14  Mimram  Road, 
Hertford.  Tel.  54621.  NPU  recom- 
mended. 


SELF  SELECTION  will  Increase  your 
toiletries  sales  sufficiently  to  pay  for 
a  complete  shop  modernisation.  As 
primary  manufacturers  of  wall  fittings 
and  counters  we  offer  very  early 
delivery  and  installation  in  just  one 
day,  or  overnight,  new  shops  or  old 
shops  or  part  shops.  Immediate 
quotations  without  obligation  for 
shopfronts  and  interiors.  Thirsk 
Shopfitting,  741-743  Garratt  Lane, 
London  SW17  0PD.  Telephone  01-946 
2291  (four  lines). 


CASH  REGISTERS  rebuilt  as  new 
fully  guaranteed  from  £75  Itemisers 
£185.  Call  and  see  our  range.  Open 
Monday  to  Friday.  THIRSK  SHOP- 
FITTINGS.  743  Garatt  Lane.  SWf 
0PD.  Tel:  01-946  2291. 


Miscellaneous 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 

34  Shudehlll,  Manchester  M4  1EY 

Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
range  of  direct  and  imported 
Continental  Jewellery,  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Rings,  Ear- 
rings, Brooches,  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to   Chemists  over  20 

years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


ALPLAN  LTD. 
"The  Shopfitting  People  Who  Care" 

Complete  total  Pharmacy  Shop- 
fitting  Service,  with  National 
Coverage.  Attractive  Finance 
arrangements  available.  For  free 
planning  and  advisory  service 
contact:  ALPLAN  SHOPFITTNG 
LTD.,  Alplan  House,  Cavalier 
Road,  Heathfield,  Newton  Abbot, 
Devon  TQ12  6TG.  Tele:  Bovey 
Tracey  (0626)  832059— (3  lines). 


DISPENSARIES  FIXTURES  AND 
FITTINGS.  Complete  service  by  spe- 
cialists. Phone  Allan  Campbell,  A.C. 
Shopfitters,  34B  Jeffery  Street,  Gill- 
ingham,  Kent.  Medway  (0634)  55508. 


PHOTOKINA 

Cologne 
10-16  Sept  '76 

Advantageous 
Inclusive  Travel 
Arrangements 

Enquiries  to 

FRAMES' 

Dept.,  C.&G.T. 
25/31  Tavistock  Place, 
London  WC1  H  9SG 
01-387  3488  Telex  25968 
or 

One  of  Frames'  many 
branch  offices 


solve  your  ~  problems 

Olney  bros  offer  you  a  full 
and  comprehensive  service 
covering  all  aspects  for 
your  trade. 

details  from;  olney  bros  ltd. 
jado  house, 
northbridge  road, 
berkhamsted,  herts.HP41EG. 

5417-9 


name  &  address 
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Classified  Advertisements 


Agents 


Wanted 


AGENTS  WANTED  for  full  range  of 
leg  and  bedside  urine  drainage  bags, 
UK  and  overseas.  Box  no  2420. 


URGENTLY  REQUIRED,  all  items 
connected  with  old-fashioned  Phar- 
macies— runs  of  drug  drawers,  shop 
rounds,  jars,  etc.  Complete  interiors 
of  pharmacies  bought.  Telephone 
Ashtead  (Surrey)  72319  or  Ashtead 
76626,  or  write  Robin  Wheeler,  7 
Gladstone  Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey. 


Agents  required  for 
calling  on  Retail  Chemists 

with  Shoes,  Sandals  and  Slippers 
for  Babies. 
Generous  commission. 

TINY  STEP 

1a  Overton  Rd,  London  E10 


A.&H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 

Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 
trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 
lines,  and  retailers'  stocks. 

8    Northburgh    Street,  London 

EC1V  OBA.  Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 

Telegrams:    "Salvall",  London. 

E.C.1. 


For  Sale 


2  LITRE  urine  drainage  bags  with 
non-return  value  £15.50  for  case  of 
300,  orders  under  300  5ip  each. 
British  made.  D.  A.  Arthur  Surgical 
Supplies  Ltd,  17/19  Smith's  Place, 
Leilh  Walk,  Edinburgh  EH6  8NT.  Tel 
031-554  5375. 


ONE-SIZE  TIGHTS  from  £1.55  doz. 
plus  VAT.  Minimum  order  6  doz. 
overall.  Cash  with  order.  Carriage 
free.  Price  list.  Edward  Kaye  Ltd, 
3  South  Place,  London  EC2. 


STORE  SHELVING  AND  GONDOLA 
UNITS,  suitable  for  a  chemist  or 
drugstore,  as  new,  and  available  at 
very  low  cost.  Please  contact  Jean 
Best  at  Romford  26859. 

VALUABLY  EQUIPPED  and  well- 
stocked  leasehold  pharmacy  in  busy 
main  road  in  thickly  populated  area 
in  S.W.  London  (established  55 
years)  for  sale  only  owing  to  retire- 
ment of  proprietor.  Turnover  at 
present  £40,000  and  increasing. 
Apply  Box  No.  2419. 


Our  address 
for  Box  No. 
replies  is 


Chemist  &  Druggist 
25  New  Street  Square 
London,  EC4A  3JA 

Tel:  01-353  3212 


WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods,  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our  rep- 
resentative will  call  anywhere.  Write 
or  telephone  Lawrence  Edwards  & 
Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington  Close, 
Ledbury  Road,  London  W11.  T«l: 
Park  31S7-8. 


Business 
opportunities 


Please  don't  answer  this  advert 
unless  you  are  a  Wholesale 
Company  able  to  supply  the 
specialised  needs  of  a  bulk  buy- 
ing organisation  for  Pharma- 
ceutical and  nursing  home 
requirements.  Box  No.  2417. 


Agencies 
Wanted 


IS  YOUR  NEED  CHEMIST  STORE 
DISTRIBUTION?  R.S.  Brokers  of 
Tunbridge  Wells  have  live  connec- 
tions with  all  major  retail  outlets  in 
the  chemist  and  allied  trades 
throughout  the  UK.  R.S.  Brokers  are 
looking  for  new  agencies  and  can 
provide  first  class  coverage  ...  for 
first  class  products.  If  you  seek  gold 
it's  yours  for  the  price  of  a  phone 
call  to:  Tunbridge  Wells  23237;  or 
write:  R.S.  Brokers,  40  Broadwater 
Down,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Kent. 


Please  mention 
C  &  D  when  replying 
to  advertisements 


ORDER  NOW 

CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 
DIRECTORY  1976 

Over    three    hundred    and  fifty 
pages  of  vital  information  for  all 
engaged   in  the  pharmaceutical, 
cosmetic  and  allied  industries. 
Lists  over  1,800  manufacturers 
Some  9,000  products  and  brand 
names 

Tablet  &  Capsule  Identification 
Guide 

National  Health  Service 

Medicines  Acts 

Value  Added  Tax 

Retail  and  Wholesale  Outlets 

These  are  just  some  of  the 
sections  included  in  the  1976 
edition.  Send  for  your  copy 
today: 

Chemist  &  Druggist, 
25  New  Street  Square, 
London  EC4A  3JA.  01-353  3212. 

Price  £12  Inc.  postage  and 
handling.  C&D  subscribers  only 
£8  Inc.  postage  and  handling. 


Services 


SALT  TABLETS 

Flavoured.  300  m.g.  drums 
containing  1,000  tablets. 
Prices  on  request. 

Box  No.  2418 


PHARMACEUTICALS  available  for 
prompt  delivery  ex  U.K.  warehouse. 
Sodium  Salicylate  BP68  Sodium 
Sulphacetamide  BP68,  Sulphanilamide 
BP73,  Phenolphthaleine  BP73,  Acetyl 
Salicylic  Acid  USP19,  Anti-Biotics. 
Arcode  Ltd.,  Plantation  House,  Minc- 
ing Lane,  London  E.C.3.  Tel:  01- 
623  7074.  Telex  883476. 


Appointments 


GENERAL  MANAGER 

Pharmaceutical  packaging,  stores,  and  distribution 
departments 

The  post,  which  is  open  to  both  male  and  female,  is 
one  of  responsibility,  controlling  a  staff  of  50  in  our 
small  but  progressive  family  business. 
Recent  experience  in  wholesale  or  manufacturing  is 
required  and  a  pharmaceutical  qualification  would  be 
an  advantage,  although  not  essential. 
The  salary  is  negotiable. 
Telephone  or  write  to 

Dr.  R.  Woodward,  (Managing  Director), 
G.  O.  Woodward  and  Co.  Ltd., 
Larkhall  Laboratories, 
225  Putney  Bridge  Road,  London  SW15  2PY 
Telephone  01-870  0971 


Printed  by  H.  O.  LLOYD  &  CO  LTD,  Islington,  London  N1  8HX,  and  published  by  BENN  BROTHERS  LTD, 

Registered  at  the  Post  Office  as  a  newspaper.  11/13/20S 
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You  can't  judge  a  galenical 


by  its  gallipot 


If  you  want  to  be  sure  about  the  quality  and  performance 
of  a  galenical,  you  need  to  know  something  about  its  background.  When 
you  buy  drugs  and  galenicals  from  Ransom's,  you  have  the  assurance  that  all 
the  Company's  products  conform  to  the  highest  possible  standards  of 
excellence.  With  over  a  century's  experience  behind  it,  the  name 
Ransom  is  synonymous  with  quality  throughout  the  world. 

Extracts,  Tinctures,  Essential  Oils,  Infusions,  Syrups,  Resins,  Oleo-Resins 
Actual  growers  of  Belladonna,  Henbane,  Peppermint,  Lavender,  Chamomile 


ESTABLISHED  1846 


William  Ransom  &  Son  Ltd. 

Manufacturing  Chemists  and  Growers  of  Medicinal  Plants  or  over  a  Century 

Hitchin  Hertfordshire        •  England 
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Area!  change  is  better  than  the  rest. 

Proved  in  the  North. 
Horizon,the  new  generation  of 
contraceptive  sheaths,  now  goes  national. 


Horizon  contraceptive  sheaths  have 
been  selling  in  the  North  of  England  and 
Scotland  since  last  September. 

And  selling  well.  With  a  26%  market 
share  in  outlets  stocking-after  only  six 
months. 

It's  not  surprising.  Because  Horizon 
sheaths,  from  the  Akwell  division  of 
Searle,  the  world's  most  experienced 
family  planning  experts,  are  designed  for 
today.  A  totally  new  generation  of  sheaths 
which  is  fast  making  Britain's  most 
popular  method  of  family  planning  even 
more  popular.  (38%  market  growth  in 
the  North.) 

Horizon  sheaths.  Advanced  new 
Conture.  Colourful  Tahiti.  And  unique 
Stimula,  lightly  ribbed  to  give  both 
partners  more  satisfaction. 

Now  Horizon  sheaths  go  national. 
With  £%  million  national  press  advertising 


to  make  sure  of  success.  And  a  minimum 
50%  profit  on  return  for  you. 

Horizon.  Your  customers  will  soon 
tell  you  that  a  real  change  is  better  than 
the  rest. 


To:  Nicholas  Hall,  Director  of  Marketing,  Akwell, 
a  division  of  G.  D.  Searle,  FREEPOST,  High 
Wycombe,  Bucks.  HP12  3BR. 

Please  rush  me  full  details  of  the  new  profit- 
makers  in  family  planning. 

Name  


Company. 
Address_ 


AC.2.76 


HORIZON 

new  generation  sheaths  from  the  world's  most  experienced  family  planning  experts. 

Conluref  Tahiti.  Stimula51  and  Horizon  are  trade  marks  ol  Akwell.  a  division  of  G.  D.  Searle  &  Co.,  Ltd. 


